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PARENTS AND CHILDREN. 



tVTRODUCTORr CHAPTSB. 

Rehold that lovely cherub in ^the arms of itK 
fond mother ! It has been but a few months in 
existence, yet it has already learned to recognize 
its best friend : her faithful bosom is the recep* 
tacle of all its tiny sorrows and joys ; its hopes 
are derived from her experienced kindness ; its 
fears are allayed by her protecting care ; on this 
well known oeing it depends for all that can 
sooth and delight. The utmost ingenuity of the 
Durse« though aided by the delicious morsel, or 
the glittering toy, is of little avail when she ap- 
pears,' in whom is concentrated every stratifica- 
tion of which its infant mind is susceptible. Soon, 
under her assiduous care, its bodily and mental 
powers begin to expand $ its joys and its woes 
are more intelligibly expressed 5 it grows fertile 
in schemes and contrivances for its own smise- 
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ment (ps jet it dreams not of existing for any 
other purpdie) ; in these the fond parent partici- 
pates, and is consulted on all occasions without 
reserve. In the frolicksome gambol she renews 
her interest) and again enjoys the pleasures of 
infancy with a double zest 

« She f«eb and owns an interest in their play. 
Adopts each wish their wayward whims unfold. 
And tells, at erery call, the story ten times told.** 

The companion in health, the watchful, assid- 
uous, and anxious friend in sickness, the prime 
of a mother's days imperceptibly glides along, 
bearing away her personal graces, and not unfre- 
quently leaving her constitution a wreck. 

As infancy ripens into childhood, her duties 
alter, but her zeal continues unabated : she per- 
severes in accommodating her services to the 
growing necessities of her chaise, till that impor- 
tant period arrives, when childhood emerges into 
youth, and a new epoch commences in the mater- 
nal feelings. Then, then it is, that the subjects 
of her solicitude begin to seek their gratifications 
from other sources; and in proportion to their 
success, are prone to forget whence they were 
once derived: confidence gradually declines; and 
that society which heretofore comprised all that 
was desirable, becomes, perhaps, irksome, -7-a bur- 
den and a restraint: so that tne reserved and dis- 
tant being we now contemplate, could scarely be 
identified witii the smiling cherub of former days. 
The brute creatures, Tike the human species, 
at6snd their young progeny with anxious solici- 
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tnde; and when their services are no longer nec- 
essary, the parent first breaks the tender tie, and 
chases them away to know them no more: but 
humaii ties can alone be dissolved bjr deaths and 
whatever alienations ensue, they are not warrant- 
ed by nature, or by nature's God. ** Honour 
thy father and thy mother," is a command coeval 
with the existence of our parents; and should be 
as deeply engraven on the human heart, as once 
it was on the table of stone written by the finger 
of God. If, unhappily, these characters have 
been erased, the loudest professions of religion, 
or the strictest pretensions to moral rectitude, 
are as, the sounding brass, and tinkling cymbal : 
it is vain for those to profess love to God and 
their neighbour, who are remiss in affectionate 
duty to the individuals whom He has placed in 
the intermediate space, and distinguished by the 
peculiar honour of assuming His cnaracter, who 
styles himself the Universal Parent. 

Filial attachment is not a virtue of difiicult 
attainment; indeed, it is not a quality to be ac- 
quired, but is inherent in our nature. It is not 
to be planted, but cherished^ and is distinguished 
beyond all other \drtues by promises of temporal 
blessings: nevertheless, there are parents who 
have to take up the lamentation, and say, ^ I 
have nourished and brought up children, and 
they have rebelled against me.'' 

Xbat the causes of such complaints may, in, 
most instances, be traced to early indulgence, or 
to a want of judicious, enlightened management 
DQ the part of the parent, forms no reasonable 
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excuse for ihe conduct of an undutiful chilcl^ but 
let parents, ivho, in the bitterness of their hearts, 
lament the unkindness or unmanageableness of 
grown-up children, look back to a time to which 
their children's memories can scarcely extend j 
to the pehod of their childhood and infancy, ^Vhen 
the engaging pettishness was winked at, and the 
amusing rebellion was half encouraged^ or when, 
immersed in cares of very inferior importance, 
or in recreations which t\evyg0od mother will 
cheerfully resign, the nursery was consigned to 
hirelings. Let them call up such recollections, 
(which, we are persuaded, the memories of most 
complaining parents might furnish) before they 
feel surprised at the result, or consider their 
present circumstances as unaccountable. 

But, more especially, let those parents who are 
only commencing their task, who have jet the 
future peace and happiness of themselves, and of 
their children, in a great degree at their disposal, 
recollect, that there are reeiproccd duties between 
parents and children; and that those of the for- 
mer stand first, both ia' order and importance. 
Let the fond mother survey the lovely infant in 
her arms ; let the delighted father contemplate 
the rosy group around his knees, and reflect with 
feelings of deep and anxious responsibility, that 
the r^ welfare of these darlings depends, as the 
means, almost entirely upon themselves,—- upon 
their affection taking at once the right direction. 
That fondness, indeed, which excites parents to 
injudicious indulgence, is pure selfishness ; that 



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. .9 

which impels them to restrain and educate them, 
alone deserves the name of parental love. 

There is no view which a reflectins mind can 
take of this subject, but what is calculated to im- 
press upon it an. idea of its vast importance. 
mere is no relation we may bear to society, 
which has not an imperious claim on those wno 
are furnishing it with new members ; no period, 
however remote, which present tuition may not 
affect: and shall the reanng of a family be deem- 
ed <a light matter? Shall its duties yield to everj 
frivolity that solicits attention P — Should not this 
rather be the language of parental solicitude? 
^ 1 have so many human beings — so many im- 
mortal creatures committed to my charge; I know 
the snares, temptations, and trials which have 
beset my own path ; I anticipate similar ones in 
theirs : already they manifest their propensity to 
evil, their averseness to good : amid all their di- 
Tersity of tempers and dispositions, I perceive 
one characteristic symptom of their corrupt orig- 
iQal. O, thou God of the families of the earth I 
shall I ever give Thee reason to repent of having 
panted me children, as thou once didst of hav- 
ing created man, because of his evil imaginations? 
Who is sufficient for these things ? Thou that 
givest wisdom to those who ask it, teach me to 
train up these children for Thy service here on 
earth, and for the enjoyment of Thee in the world 
above I '' 

For those who are thus earnest and sincere, 
there is abundant encouragement : they will not 
labour in vain, or spend their strength for naughtj: 

B 8 
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but will asaoredly reap some fruits of their anx- 
iety and toil, although, perhaps, not of the kind 
or degree which they had anticipated. Bvii pre- 
cepts and examples have their reward $ and majr 
not judicious discipline, and pious instructiont 
anticipate some reward also? 

Yet, it must be confessed, that the best in- 
structions, although founded on senuine piety, 
sometimes fail, from want of sufficient skill to 
direct them. Parents cannot acquit themselves 
well in this arduous task, if thej have not ac- 
quired the habit of reflecting, and observing if 
their minds are unfurnished, and their knowl- 
edge of men and things narrow and circumscrib- 
ed. Such persons deem it sufficient to tell their i 
children, that this is right, and that is wrong, 
without being able to discover the motives which 
actuate or to warn of the consequences likely toi 
result. Is it any wonder, if, while children en-| 
joy the present gratification of an evil action, 
they resolve to repeat it, in spite of admonitions] 
which do not excite their interest, or attract theirj 
attention? in spite even of chastisements, fori 
which they are not taught to see the necessity, or I 
discern the full meaning ? I 

Besides these fundamental duties, there are; 
others which belong both to parents and children, 
during the succeeding stages of life, and which' 
extend to its latest period. To explain and en- 
force «ome of these subsequent obligations, is the 
more particular object of the following pages. 
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MUTUAL RESPECT. 



" Cool age adraBces veneiably wise. 
Turns on all hands its deep disceniiAg eyes, 
Sees what befel, and what may yet befal, 
Concludes for both, and best provides for all." Pops. 
*^ Children's children are the crown of old men, and 
the glory of children are their Others." Pro v. xvii. 6. 

YouNa persons who are naturally disposed to 
"rise up before the hoary head," wilt rarely be 
remiss in filial respect and obedience; but where 
this amiable sentiment of reverence for age does 
not exist, parents themselves are eenerdly the 
first to feel the abs'^.nce of it Surely something 
beyond an internal expression of respect is in- 
tended by that divine injunction, something per- 
haps more honourable and advantagifous to the 
gtrer than to the receiver of such hoM^ej for if 
that precept, ^ lean not to thine own undei'stand- 
iog,'' be generally addressed to all ages and con- 
ditions, how peculiarly does it apply to those 
who are destitute of experience, and all its ad- 
vantages, and who might derive the greatest ben- 
efit from a respectful deference to the judgment 
of those who possess them! 
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Should any young reader be disposed, like Re- 
hoboam, to give preference to tke counsel of the 
young brought up with them, rather than to that 
of persons of superioi' years and experience, a 
similar result may be the consequence ; for it is 
worthy of remark, that Rehoboam was forty years 
old, and perhaps in his own estimation arrived at 
the zenith of mental capacity as well as of bodily 
stren^h : but sacred history unites with daily 
experience to evince the fallacy of such self-suf- 
ficiency, and to prove, that while the faculties 
remain unimpaired, there is no period of our ex- 
istence in which we may not hope to make ad- 
vances in wisdom and knowledge. I am con- 
vinced there are none of my young readers, who 
do not conceive themselves to have derived bene- 
fit from experience, in proportion to their years, 
whatever the opinion of others may be concerning 
them ; why then should they conclude that their 
parents have remained stationary in that respect? 
Is it not highly probable, that in the course of a 
much longer life they may have traversed some 
path whicn has been hitherto unexplored by their 
nimilies, or may have stumbled agamst something 
which has not yet lain in their children's way? 

The best proof that can be given of our having 
attained some degree of wisdom and discretion, 
is a modest deference to the opinions of those 
who, in the natural order of things, may reason- 
ably claim it. The young and me i^orant are 
prone to be self opinionated and impatient of con- 
trol, simply because they are young and ignorant^ 
ignorant especially oithemsuv^. 



MUTUAL RESPECT. IS 

The resolutions made by time in the manners 
and customs of society, are sometimes urged by 
young people in excuse for their non-conformity 
to the opinions or wills of their seniors, which 
they are apt to deem out of date, and inapplica* 
ble to the modes and habits of the present day$ 
but it is presumed there are no parents who re- 
quire that the cut of their children's clothes 
should conform to the fashion of their own, when, 
years ago, they were beaus and belles, at the 
height of the ton $ or who insist on constructing 
their chairs with backs as high or as low as those 
on which themselves could once repose at ease : 
but although coats and cloaks, and chairs and 
tables, assume new shapes with every passing 
year, there are things in which the revolutions of 
time make no change; ^<as face answereth to 
face in a glass, so does the heart of man to man" 
in all ages and circumstances. Parents and 
cluldren can exist in no period in which the for* 
mer may not with propriety caution the latter 
against pride, and vanity, and dissipation^ howev- 
er the modes of gratifying those vices may vary. 
It is an erroneous notion which the young and 
thoughtless are apt to entertain, that advancing 
ige is necessarily connected with mental imbe- 
cility.* In every stage of life we frequently ob- 
serve niinds of no ordinary character united with 
feeble and decrepit frames : it therefore cannot 
follow, that bodily vigour, and the powers of the 
understanding, must necessarily decline together. 

• *' The toul'i dark cottage, liatter'd and decay'd, 
I.ci» in JRf litht duoogli aluaJu thai time hit Boade." 
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Of the Christian it is said, that *< while his out- 
ward man decays, his inward man is renewed 
day by day. " This, indeed, is effected by divine 
influence ; yet there is nothing irrational in the 
idea (and it is confirmed by experience,) that the 
natural powers and faculties of the mind are 
equally capable of improvement. Where not ob- 
structed by mental defect, and where they arc 
assisted by opportunities for observation, thej 
tvill improve, and if accompanied by rectitude of 
principle, will become of increasing value in the 
common conduct of life. It is well for those 
young persons who view the subject in this light, 
and avail themselves of such needful assistance, 
—•attending with humble and unprejudiced minds 
to the admonitions of experienced age, to the 
wisdom of accumulated years, although the full 
value of such instructions may not appear till 
some future, perhaps distant emergency. Per- 
chance, the story twice told, had even better be 
thrice repeated than not told at all : like manv 
>an insignificant being on whom we are apt to look 
with contempt, it may happen to render us some 
unexpected service in a time of need^ « I re- 
member my father used to observe," may be re- 
peated with very different sensations from what 
were felt at the time the observation was made. 
*< My son, hear thou then the instruction of thy 
father, and forsake not the law of thy mother ; 
for they shall be ornaments of grace about th} 
head, and chains of gold about thy neck." 

But such influence will be most easily and ef 
''"^♦ually attained by parents aiming at that char 
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acter and conduct which insures the respect of 
their children. ^' I will walk before mine house 
with a perfect heart," should be the humble reso- 
lution of every one who sustains this important 
relation. It snould not suffice that the character 
ranks high abroad, while the family at home is 
constrained to hold very different sentiments re- 
specting it; that applause is of little value which 
is not echoed by the domestic circle. Children 
liave an early perception of right and wrong, audi 
will involuntarily learn to appreciate their pa- 
rents according to their merits. The disrespect- 
ful conduct of children should always awaken an 
nquiry oh the part of parents, with regard to the 
}rigin of the evil : perhaps it will appear after 
iuch an investigation, that they have few claims 
:o regard beyond those of natural affection. In 
'his cs^e, an amendment of their own conduct i% 
the first step towards reforming that of their 
ihildren; for he is incompetent to manage an un- 
uly animal, who cannot maintain his own bal- 
ince, and keep, himself steady in his seat. 

A ponderous task, indeed, they have, if they* 
nust begin to practise the first rudiments of men- 
al discipline on themselves, at a period when 
iieir families have become ungovernable; yet, 
iven this is not a hopeless case : a sudden tran- 
»tion, indeed, cannot be expected; the Irritable 
vill not become placid, the morose and 'sullen 
;heerful, the arbitrary and tyrannical, mild and 
;entle in a day; but if once there is a conviction 
•f the necessity for improvement, and sufficient 
Principle and energy oi inind to attempt it, much 
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will be eTected : the character- will rise almoi 
impercejjtiblyf that self-respect will be inducec 
which stimulates to renewed efforts 5 and thus 
lesson would be afforded bj the striking exampl 
of a renovated character, much more effectui 
than any ^ow^ver well intended) that can I 
suggested m these pages. 

To those who question their strength, and ai 
tempted to exclaim, *< How can / recover th 
esteem of my family? Can / plwit the lily an 
the rose in a soil so long overgrown with thorn 
weeds? Can the Ethiopian change his skin, ( 
the leopard his spots?" It must indeed be replies 
<* our sufficiency is only of God. " But this coi 
sideration affords the highest encouragement i 
make the effort, in His strength, who alone ca 
render crooked places straight, and rough plac( 
plain. He has performed such wonders in evei 
age, and he will continue his operations to tli 
end of time. The apostle Paul, after enumen 
ting a melancholy catalogue of offenders, addi 
" And such were some of you 5 but ye are was! 
ed, but ye are sanctified in the name of the I 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." '•'.-^ 
then is the strong hold which shall beim. ahu.^ 
to the same Almighty Power? Paren'^?' 
cially, have the most urgent motives for pu\. . 
earnestly at the throne of grace for this icnovi 
ting change, which shall infinence their natur 
tempers and dispositipns, and shed an agreeabi 
lustre over their whole deportment. HOw va 
the reponsibility, if on their own characters 1 
greatly depend, as a means, the spiritual as we 
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M the temporal interests of their offspring ! 
When a principle of life is infused into the root, 
the branches inaj be expected to bud, and in 
due time to yield fruit Let them resolve then, 
in divine strength, and say, *< As for me and my 
iwuse, we will serve the Lord. " 

The necessity for paying the strictest attention 
to our own characters as the foundation on which 
£eunily virtue must be built, will further appear, 
if we consider that in whatever department we 
employ the services of others, we require them 
to be competent to the task they undertake. We 
Bake strict inquiry even into the qualifications 
of our menial servants, and either do not engage 
them, or dismiss them when engaged, if they are 
not expert and skilful at their proper business. 
Our dwellings, our furniture, our food and cloth- 
ing, must be the work of hands skilled in their 
respective employments ; especially our infants 
are entrusted with confidence to the care of a 
nurse, accustomed to the management of chil- 
dren; and when it becomes necessary to transfer 
them to other hands, tutors and governesses are 
expected to be proficients in whatever they under- 
tu * to teach. If so, what manner of persons 
ought parents themselves to be, who have, or 
ooght to have, the superintendence of the whole, 
—on whom, by right and duty, it devolves to lay 
the foundation of the structure, to assist in rais- 
ing it, and to place the top-stone with their own 
hands? What manner of persons ought they to 
be, on whose conduct and example the future 
destinies of their posterity so essentially depend? 
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As thej desire the respect of their rising families, 
the momentous work before them should be the 
first object to engage the deep attention of everj 
couple at the vety commencement of their ardu- 
ous duties. It is not sufficient that the lady can 
make beautiful babj-linen, nor that the gentle- 
man can pay charges; rather let them institute a 
rigid inquiry into their own tempers and qualifi- 
cations, for executing the great and difficult, but 
honourable and *< delightful task," of training 
young minds to knowledge and virtue. ^ Can 
we," let them ask, "love our children so much 
better than ourselves, as to sacrifice our humours, 
our prejudices, our vanity, our time to their true 
interests?" Let not the attention of the mother 
be absorbed in those petty externals, which may 
enable her children to vie with those of her neigh- 
bours, in dress and appearance, when they walk 
abroad with their nurse-maids; let not the father 
suppose he is fulfilling his whole duty, and enti- 
tling himself to the future respect ot his family, 
while amassing property for those who, if thej 
follow his example, will not know how to use it: 
but rather, by unremitting observation and care, 
let each party accumulate that appropriate stock 
of wisdom and experience^ which alone can ob- 
tain the respect of their children, and will assur- 
edly prove of more intrinsic value to them, than 
any inheritance which they may be enabled to 
bequeath them. 

Children, whose parents are truly qualified, 
are highly privileged indeed. Let them manifest 
a grateful sense of their advantages, by an affec- 



MtfTUAL RESPECT. 19 

lionate and respectful deportment; let them 
"give honour to whom honour is so justly due!" 
The value-of a good education cannot be fully 
estimated by those who are receiving ft, the ben- 
efit extends so far ; it treasures up a stock of 
happiness, not only for the individuals them- 
selves, but for others yet unborn. Yes, and the 
benefit of a good education is unlimited in its in- 
fluence,— -it extends to another state of eiistence. 

Let not parents forget, that there is a respect 
due to the youngs as well as to the old. It has . 
a happy influence on the character when this is : 
judiciously yielded ; it will make an ingenuous ^ 
spirit solicitous to deserve it, and impel to praise- 
worthy actions. Are they not deserving of it, if 
they have made advances in wisdom and knowl- 
edge, proportionate to tiieir years and oppcwrtuni^ 
ties? There is no crime in the inexperience of 
youth^ provided it does not assume a consequence 
to which it is not entitled ; nor should youth, or 
even inexperience, ever be mentioned in terms of 
contempt or reproach. 

Were the above principles mutually acted up- 
on, they would produce the happiest effects on 
domestic life: parents, worthy or respect, would 
more frequently be respected by their children; 
while children, feeling a due return, would more 
often endeavour to deserve it Nor would their 
juvenile attempts experience the difficulties which 
their parents must encounter, in the late and ar- 
duous work of self-renovation : their advantages 
are greater, their obstacles fewer, the motives are 
equally weighty to impel them, and they have tho 
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promise of the same divine assistance. As it is 
expressly by their conduct at home that the char- 
acter of parents must be estimated, so it is of 
little consequence in what repute their children 
are held abroad, among their gay and thoughtless 
companions. The grand question is, have their 
fathers and their mothers just oc(5asion to approve 
and respect them ? This is the best security for 
the permanent approbation of the wise and good. 
It is the dutiful and respectful child, whom we 
must select for the kind neighbour, and the warm 
and disinterested friend. As our family finds 
us within'6ooT%j so society will find us toithouty 
sooner or later, with whatever superficial gloss 
we may for the present conceal our real charac- 
ters. \Vhat happy effects, in alt the departments 
of life, may not he fairly anticipated, from the 
mutual respket of parents and chUdrenl 
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" Behold, how good and how pleasant it 19 for brethren 
to dwell together in unity !" Psalm, cxxxiii. 1. 

There are few readers, whether parents or 
children, who need the aid of what has been al- 
Tcad^r suggested, to prove that domestic happi- 
ness is in itself a most desirable object; although 
it is not every one who is skilled in the most effec» 
tual means for attaining it. Our ears are not 
nnfrequently assailed bj the mutual complaints 
of parents and children : what discordant and 
unnatural sounds ! Whence can they originate ? 
Are the parties new acquaintances, who have yet 
to learn each other's tempers and dispositions ? 
This, however strange it may seem, is sometimes 
the case with children who are consigned from 
the care of the nurse to that of the governess. 
Is it any wonder, if, when a young lady of sixteen 
returns to an almost strange home, there should 
not commence the most cordial understanding 
between herself and her mother 5 though with | 
what view their mutual discontents should be 
made public, it is not easy to conjecture ? Pa- 
rents! can you expose the foibles of your family, 
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without exciting some suspicion of your own mis- 
management? Children! can you undermine the 
reputation of jour parents, without in a desree 
sapping your own? your father and your mother! 
relatives, whose authority is protected by the 
divine sanction ; frail mortals like yourselves ; 
entitled to have the mantle of love cast over 
them by the hands of filial affection, instead of 
being exposed to the condemnation or the ridi- 
cule of a censorious world. 

It is often too apparent on what terms families 
live together, although they judiciously abstain 
from direct complaint or accusation, by the un- 
cordial manner in which they speak to, or of 
each other, leaving us to conjecture, if w^ please, 
that things are in reality worse than they appear* 
If the good opinion of society be of any value, 
this is not the direct method to obtain it. Nei- 
ther party, as they value the family respectabil- 
ity, should address the other in the presence of 
by-standers, but, at least, in terms of politeness 
and respect 

Those who are in perfect harmony at home, 
will most probably be so with their neighbours ; 
as they carry no complaints abroad, they will sel- 
dom be annoyed by tales brought home to them 
of the misconduct of any of tneir happy group: 
should this ever occasionally happen, parents will 
hear with candour, and bear with patience, such 
communications, nor resent as a mortal injury a 
friendly hint, which, if properly received, might 
prove eventually advantageous ; they will not be 
so weak as to imagine, that their children must 
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of cMrse appeai^faultless a(t>road, and be univer- 
sailj approved and admired. Such persons^how- 
ever, are apt to make no scruple of doing that 
th^nselves, which they so highly resent in their 
neighbours. 

The ill conduct of children may sometimes be 
traced to the terms on which their parents live 
together. Nothing can operate more unfavoura- 
bly on the disposition, than being accustomed to 
witness daily bickerings and altercations; to say 
nothing of that open hostility which must, of 
course, be destructive of all that is amiable. 
Would parents, who really love their children, 
and have their happiness at heart, give due weight 
to these considerations, it would suppress many 
a useless dispute, and conduce much to the tran- 
quillity of the fire-side. If it be desirable to ren- 
der the morning of life tranquil and serene, from 
the anticipation of mid-day storms, this would 
contribute greatly towards it. Fathers and mo- 
vers, who would" ensure the love and esteem of 
their children, must let it appear tliat they esteem 
and love each other. How little self-denial do 
tiiose parents exercise, who cannot refrain from 
petty disputes and contradictions in the presence 
of their families ; who consequently acquire the 
like wretched habits of discord among; them- ' 
selves. We can by no means be sure that chil- 
dren will follow a good example, but their imi- 
tating a bad one may be calculated upon almost 
wift certainty. It is still worse to make them 
parties in such affairs, however trivial they may 
k. Sh(mld a tormented husband or an oppress- 
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ed wife need filial consolation, it must be remem 
bered, that nodiing short of a very judicious ed- 
ucation can render the bosom of a child a fit re 
ceptacle for connubial grievances. A voung perj 
son should be possessed of much prudence, ancj 
delicacy, and affection, to be connded with the 
failings' of that being, whom he is bound by ties,| 
human and divine, to love and honour. At all 
events, let the moral infirmities q{ fathers and 
mothers^ when they cannot be concealed, be only 
called into requisition for the benefit of sons and 
daughters^ against a time when they may assume 
those important relations themselves. A discreet 
and affectionate parent will endeavour to steer 
his family clear u'om the rocks on which his own 
Vessel has foundered. 

Children whose unhappy lot it is to witness 
domestic dissensions, are certainly in a difficult, 
as well as in an irksome situation; the^ can 
scarcely espouse the cause of one parent, without 
failing in proper respect to the other. Even in 
trifling disputes, there is a delicacy to be observ- 
ed which would well become them : they should 
either remain silent, or if obliged to advance an 
opinion, and take a part, it should be in such a 
way as can give no reasonable offence. An affec- 
tionate temper and conciliating manners, united 
with a little address, may sometimes extinguish 
a spark, which unheeded, neglected, or urged, 
mi^t produce a serious conflagration. Debates, 
which augur an unpleasant termination, mi^ht 
frequently be diverted by the adroit introduction 
of some subject, foreign to the matter in hand* 
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it is & happy circumstance^ when young people 
We sufficient inclination and address, to do this 
without apparent design ; to change the subject 
ftn which mey perceive their parents cannot agree, 
to one on wluch they are sure they unll. ** A 
word spoken in due season,how good is it!" We 
hope it would be an unnecessary digression to 
address the family incendiary: should, however, 
such an eye glance at these pages, will not those 
engaging terms, filial love, connubial affection, 
domestic felicity, and all the soft and harmonious 
sounds, which are so gratifying to the virtuous 
ear, be totally unintelligible to it ? totally unaf- 
fecting to one who has arrived at this advanced 
stage of domestic crime ? Jl family incendiary! 
Should conscience accuse any of meriting such a 
harsh epithet, let them pause, at least for their 
own sakes, and consider the probable consequen- 
ces of this conduct Can we jar the pillars on 
which the buildinc rests but at our own peril ?— • 
« A house divided against itself cannot stand;'* 
•-cannot stand to answer the desirable purposes 
of a domestic establishment ; and those who at- 
tempt to divide it, must in some degree partici- 
pate in its overthrow. " Where no wood is, the 
nre goeth out : so where there is no tale-bearer, 
the strife ceaseth.'' 

let not children mar the peace of one parent, 
and the character of the other, by any malevolent 
suggestions of theirs ; rather should they stand 
in me breach, and endeavour to answer one of 
fte purposes for which Providence desired them: 
rather let them be links in the chain, to bind 
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those together whom God has joined, and wl 
should be separated bj no man, much less 
their own offspring. 

But let not afflicted parents seek consolada 
in vain in the filial bosom. Let them he.com 
forted^ not irritated; nor be oblised, for want a 
sympathy at home, to carry their grievances 
abroad, or to brood alone under their sorrows^- 
a species of suffering which the human mind cai 
rarely sustain. 

But to return to Parents, to whom this part o 
the subject is mpre exclusively addressed 5 let itj 
be observed, that the future prospects of that fam-' 
ily are very unenviable who have lived in habitu* \ 
al discord ; strangers to domestic peace, they 
will not be skilful m promoting it wherever they i 
may go, nor be solicitous to plant a tree whose 
fruits they have never tasted. Probably it will 
Bot suffice them to have repaid the humours of 
their parents by obstinacy and rebellion, but they 
may retaliate the sufferings of their early days on 
the heads of children yet unborn; and their future 
families may reap the bitter fruits of those unhap 
py dissensions which now disgrace the domestic 
circle. 

Perhaps your children will shortly quit the pa- 
ternal roof, and enter on the busy scenes of life 
with principles and habits ill adapted to promote 
their own happiness or that of others; in that case, 
the remaining opportunities are comparatively few, 
in which they can derive benefit either from pater- 
nal precept or example : or should they remain 
at home^ you must shortly quit it; every passing 
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rear reiterates this warning, «< set thine house in 
iorder," bj aiming at that general excellence, 
which can only result from the religion of Jesus. 
I True religion fui^nishes its possessors with argu- 
neats the most numerous, weighty, and solids for 
the preservation of domestic peace. ^ Peace on 
«ami and good- will towards men," was one of 
the first messages promulgated by the gospel. So 
far as its divine precepts sain access to the heart, 
tiiej will be apparent in the life, and prove bles* 
Bngs to the house, as well as to the church ; for 
&ej are as essential to the private and individual 
Christian, as to the great body of which he is a 
member. 

It is true, that conduct the most circumspect 
eannot always ensure domestic felicity: unerring 
Wisdom has warned us, that in the world we 
shall have tribulation^ but unchangeable Love has 
bid us be of good cheer notwithstanding, because 
our divine Leader has overcome the world. When 
ve can take this comfort, it is that we prove the 
Talue of religion. Then we say, «< though my* 
louse be not so with God, yet hath he made with 
i&e an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things 
and sure ^ this is all my salvation, and all my 
desire." A Christian parent under the various 
trials peculiar to his relation, can yet say in the 
darkest . hour, **What am I, and what is my 
house, that thou has brought me hitherto?" That 
thou hast given me such consolations, and afforded 
me such hopes? For " thou hast spoken of thy 
servant for a great while to come;" and shall I 
expect also to find in this wilderness some iinex- 
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plored path, decorated with perpetual Terdure, 
und where neither briars nor thorns infest the 
ground? Shall showers of sorrows fall around 
me, and shall I, like Gideon's fleece, remain se- 
cure and dry? Have /maintained such an unin* 
terrupted rectitude of conduct in idl my relations, 
as to be authorized to expect no breach of duty | 
should occur towards myself? Rather can I, ^a | 
living man,complain<— a man for the punishment i 
of his sins?" O here is not my rest >— it is poi- i 
luted — I have helped to pollute it ^ I am a 
pilgrim and a stranger,'' as all my fathers were. 
i travel towards a better country ; and I will 
employ all the means with whicn, as a parent, 
Providence has invested me, to conduct my fam- 
ily into the same path<-"to point them to the 
same goal. 
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'* Aifl in tiMir sei^wUl ikey digged dontii « ««itt/' 

6li!«i:8|8, xlix. ^. 

Althquoh it is true that an enlightened sja- 
tem of education has done much, and it is hoped 
will do still more, in restraining the violent and 
obvious actings of self-tmll^ yet, experience, n't 
less tlian reyelation, proves the inefficiency of the 
nost perfect system of human discipline, to erad^ 
icaie any one of the diseases of our depraved na- 
ture. Besides, improvements of any kind make 
slow progress among the middling classes of so- 
cietj: because, only the well-informed and inteU 
Kgent are capable of estimating their value. A 
few remarks on the subject may not, therefore! 
be inapplicable. 

There is no passion of the human mind which 
fiianifests itseli earlier, or which it requires morf 
«kill or firmness to control, than self- will We 
have to encounter it in our children from their 
infancy; out there are many parents who do not 
perceive the necessity of opposing these early 
uidications of it till it is too late: and those young 
pcrvmay whg^ are now experiencing in their own 

D 
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ungoverned tempers the sad effects of such mis- 
taken tenderness, will, it is hoped, suffer the 
word of exhortation." ' *• 

If the young feel it so very irksome to submit 
to the will of those who have a natural right to 
control them, how repugnant must it be to the 
feelings of parents to have the order of things 
reversed, and to live in subjection to their chil- 
dren! Do young people intend that their love of 
sway, should decrease wi& their years?^ Do they 
indeed propose, when they become parents them- 
selves, to relinquish quietly the reins of govern- 
ment into younger hands, and thus, in turn, sub- 
mit to subjection? This, surely, is by no means 
their present intention, whatever may be the re- 
sult: they may, however, at some future time, 
be qualified, from their own experience, to form 
a just estimate of the sacrifices they now exact. 
Does the seat of ^vemment seem so very easy, 
that children are impatient to occupy it? Are 
those who covet the privilege, willing to pay the 

adui 



price? Would they with the power, endure the 
burdens, groan under the anxieties, partake the 
shattered constitutions, the increasing infirmities 
of their parents? It is hardly fair to desire one 
without the other. Were these malcontents left 
to themselves, they imagine they could transform 
thejr present home into a delectable paradise; 
but this is not permitted them, and it is well for 
others, and especially for themselves^ that it iii 
not. The superior knowledge and capacity ol 
children to their parents shouM certainly be firsi 
ascertained, ere such arbitrary Jind utmaturtil 



reverses are attempted. They should be able to 
prove undeniablj, that at the age of sixteen, or 
wentj, wliile their contemporaries have beea 
amused with the trifles of childhood, the frivoli" 
ties of youth, or at most have been but preparing 
tiwmsmes for the approaching duties of life; 
they have made so rapid a progress in the khovv 1- 
edge of men and things, as to qualify them for 
the general syperintendence of affairs, and to 
warrant them in placing their fathers and their 
mthers in the back ground, and rendering them 
ciphers in their own houses ! They must have 
been greatly at a loss before their children be- 
came wise enough thus to direct them 1 

But the good sense of the reader will revolt at 
these suppositions ; while, should there be any, 
vKo from mere thoughtlessness, |nay, in some de- 
gree have authorised them, they will modestly 
retire into their proper places, and there abide 
until the time arrives, when nature and Provi- 
dence shall summon them to more arduous duties. 

We never appear to advantage but when we 
act in character^ when we cheerfully conform to 
the situation in which we are placed. That mod* 
fistj, humility, and diffidence are peculiarly ap- 
propriate to the young, the general suffrages of 
mankind sufficiently testify. These virtues en- 
sure love and approbation wherever they are 
found; while obstinacy and positiveness, and that 
'pirit of contradiction, which is their almost in* 
separable companion, produce corresponding ef- 
fects, and keep such unhappy tempers in a state 
of perpetual warfare with all around. A tena- 
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cionsness of opinion, the result of a vain self-com- 
placency, is an unequivocal symptom of igno- 
rance. Genuine wisdom, founded on experience, 
is seldom positive; with a true dignity, it leaves 
the self- conceited to the enjoyment of opinions 
which, indeed, are rarely worth contending for. 

There is not a greater, nor a more unhappy 
ibistake, than that of imagining we are sent into 
the world to have our own way: our humours, 
and passions, and propensities must be thwarted 
in the very nature of things, in -a world where 
there is such a diversity of tempers, and so much 
clashing of interests. No soonet* does the human 
being begin to discern objects, than it grasps and 
cries to possess all it beholds ; but some of it 
would destroy, some would prove destructive to 
itself, and some are the property of others, with 
whose rights it is as yet unacquainted; as it in- 
creases in knowledge, the objects are changed, 
but the propensity remains ; and it is well wnen 
parental discipline co-operates with an overruling 
Providence, to curb tnose exorbitant desires; 
well, especially, when the suliject is enabled to 
discern the hand from whence, and the reason 
why he is crossed in his pursuits ; he will then 
become patient, submissive, and thoughtful : bat 
when, regardless of such wholesome discipline, 
the mind revolts from instruction, and when self- 
gratification continues to be the primary object, 
mortification and chagrin await it at every turn. 
He has commenced a warfare with his fellow- 
creaturesy in which he must eventually be vap- 



quished. God and man unite to thwart his un- 
wirnuitable, and to frustrate bis vain hopes. 

But there are errors in the temper and conduct, 
which, ^while they assume a less formidable as- 
pect than ungoverned seif-tvill, have, perhaps, as 
great a tendency to destroy domestic happiness. 
Peevishness and discontent are faults, which 
many an indulgent (too indulgent) parent has 
to lament^ who cannot, perhaps, complain of open 
rebellion in his children^ but might not such un- 
gracious tempers be more frequently counteract- 
ed, if young persons would but consider that the 
sun which is rising on their own hemisphere, is 
setting in that of their parents? Is it not desira- 
ble that the evening of their days, at least, should 
^ tranquil and serene? After enduring the heat 
and barden of the day, nature requires repose; 
ixid if the grasshopper be a burden, a dutiful 
child will assiduously chase it away. There are 
those who at the hazard of their lives would res- 
cue their parents from the fire, or the water, or 
from any other imminent danger which might 
tWeaten; who yet, when it is but a straw that in- 
commodes them, will not give themselves the 
trouble to remove it ! But that filial attachment 
which never manifests itself but upon such urgent 
occasions, is of a doubtful nature, and will not, 
it is to be feared, bear investigation. 

Children who are conscious of irregularities in 
their own temper, may well make some allow- 
ance for those of their parents, who have at pres- 
ent so much more to try them ; they ought also 
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to take heed, lest what ther feel to be so tnmbii 
gome and oppressive in the conduct of other 
should attach to their own. Indeed the best, an 
almost the onl^ use we can make of observin 
the faults of our fellow creatures, is to guar 
against the same in ourselves. 

Children were originallj intended by an indul 
gent Providence as bUanngs; accordingly the 
are styled ^ an heritage of the Lord," and be 
stowed as one of the most precious of tempera 
gifts : but those who by their untoward conducj 
prove thorns in the sides of their parents, cruellj 
pervert these gracious designs, and manifest a 
spirit of impiety truly offensive to God. There 
is an indefinite Carnage and conduct in some 
young persons towards their jiarents, which, al- 
thongn not decidedly hostile, is sufficient to de- 
ter a by-stander from coveting 9tieh an heritage. 
Something rather in the manner than the matter 
which marks their usual communications with 
them, as though they were addressing beings^ not 
merely of di&rent ^s and circumstances, but I 
of a different species m>m themselves with whom i 
they could have no sympathetic feelings what- 
ever ; while they intrench themselves in eipres- 
sions which, if re|>eated, would appear, perhaps, 
perfectly unexceptionable, and afford no plausible 
reason n>r complaint 

Parental love, however, is not easily shaken^ 
it remains proof against great irregularities of 
temper, and will often endure all that youthful 
caprice and. thoughtlessness so uBgratefully^ or so 
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carelesslj inflict : but wo to the childt whose tr- 
ntating conduct occasions the continual displeas- 
ure excited in the parental besom to settle into a 
fixed disapprobation 1 A parent may thereby in* 
flict what is remote from his heart, and entail an 
involuntarj curse upon one, on whose head everj 
bles^ng would be still implored. «^ parentis 
blessing J Ji parentis curse! Did children duly 
consider how prophetic these frequently prove, , 
and that what is thus uttered on earth, may, by 
a just and retributive Providence, be ratified in 
heaven, and become an immutable decree, they 
would not think lightly of either. 

But self-unllj and the various bad passions land 
evil propensities which originate in that fruitful 
soarce, are not, alas! always confined to the 
younger branches of a family, l^et not parents^ 
then, who possess so many advantages from their 
age and experience, from the knowledge they 
ought to have of themselves, as well as of others^ 
for detecting and resisting their faults, be remiss 
and negligent with their own characters in this 
respect : the faults of maturity are more harsh 
and offensive, as well as more inexcuseable, than 
tiiose of youth. Self-will in a parent is tyranny: 
the obedience it exacts from the family is not that 
of 9on«, but of slaves. Some persons, under the 
idea of maintaining parental authority, which 
they deem the grand art of education, assume the 
character rather of the master than of the father: 
human nature is equally prone to love power, and 
to abuse it: those who are intrusted witn it,8hould 
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tie constantly aware of this tendency. Let fa- 
thers and mothers often recur to their own youtlk- 
ful days, with all the desires, aversions, propea- 
sities and levities which characterized tbenu 
Such recollections might go far towards render- 
ing their requisitions reasonable and considerate. 
•With them, these youthful ebullitions have sub- 
sided, and perhaps the revolution in their man- 
ners and feelings is as much the result of care 
and sorrow as of years. They have reason thea 
tu anticipate the same impressive lessons for 
their children; for " man is bom to trouble." A 
considerate father, therefore, when he surveys the 
wilderness in which he has been long travelling, 
and sees his children just commencing their joar- 
ney through it, will be solicitous to strew a few 
flowers over a path which may decrease in ver- 
dure at every step. 

It would be well for both parents and children, 
ii the following anecdote haa the charm of novel- 
ty to recommend it ; but although similar occur- 
rences are within every one's recollection, so as 
perhaps to render the relation uninteresting, and 
certainly common-place 5 yet it is not every one 
who has made a judicious application of such 
events to their own circumstances. 

The two Miss W.'s were the only children ol 
their fond parents, who, so far from checking or 
discouraging the early indications of aelf-idll 
which they manifested, were exceedingly amused 
by them, and thought, that in their cnildren, at 
t^st, they were peculiarly engaging; constantl) 
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mlliatiiis any actions which required a decided 
ipology, l>y saying, ** they would know better by 
ind by." They were deemed too young to be 
controlled, till control was unavailing ; till what 
lad heretofore been very interesting, became very 
troublesomef and would have been insupportable 
bat for the prospect of complete renovation under 
ttoarding-scnool discipline. The parents imag- 
ined (as many do) that there the whole process 
of education commences and terminates $ and 
while the management of twd* individuals in whom 
Aey were so deeply interested was deemed by 
themselves impracticable, they formed the most 
sanguine expectations from the eflbrts of one who 
had twenty or thirty under her superintendence! 
Vain hopes! as if the right formamm of the hu- 
man mind could be effected by a mechanical pro- 
cess! as if education were like the military evo- 
lutions of the field! as if virtue and intelligence 
might be iMrousht into action at the word of com- 
mand f , The nattering; aspect of the line, so com- 
pact and trim; the pointed steel and gaudy feath- 
er, motionless thtf|Hi|j^ all the ranks, till anima- 
ted by a word, or the note of a bugle, must by 
no means be taken as any indication of the order- 
ly dispositions and regular manners of the indi- 
vidnais who make up the show. With as little 
certainty can we conclude, from the external or- 
der produced in seminaries, that the mind and 
lieart are trained in them to virtue and goodness. 
Parents who have imagined that schools could 
do every thing, have afterwards, from their own 
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bitter experience, as hastily concluded thut tid 
could do nothing. Such at least was the opini 
of poor Mn and Mrs. W, when, after years | 
unlimited expense, their finished daughters i 
turned home, having, as they imagined, learn^ 
every thing— of course, there was nothing naol 
to learn : as they were no longer children, b^ 
young women, they were competent to govei 
themselves, and by a very slight advance of aij 
thority, they conceived that they were qualiiie 
to govern their parents also. Under such ci^ 
cumstances, the situation in which they noM 
found themselves may be well conceived ; the^ 
lost all authority in their own house, and wer< 
really under greater subjection than any of thei] 
servants. The consoling hope of their children'^ 
" knowing better by and by," had been long dis 
carded.; that prospect, at least, appeared too disJ 
tant to uSbrd mucn encouragement Nor did the 
terms on which iAiQ young ladies lived with each 
other, contribute at all to family harmony. ^^ I 
wish," said Mrs. W. to her husband, " that 
Charlotte and Sarah were well married." ** I 
wish so too," replied he, " if well married. " " It 
was a pity they had not continued longer at 
school," observed she. *' I dont see how that 
would have answered any good purpose," said 
he J " they were ruined before they went j but 
wishes are vain now." ^< I don't know," said 
she, *' what we could have done better; they al- 
ways had such high spirits, as to be quite unman- 
ageable*" *< And yet,." sjiid he, ** some people 
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ive the art of managing such spirits, but it was 
ever out forte.^^ Mrs. W. sighed, and the con- 
ersation ended. 

The former part of the wish, however, was 
brtly realized : the young ladies received the 
rertures of two lovers nearly at the same time, 
bich, as they neitlier of them met with the ap- 
robation of either father or mother, would have 
een rejected had their opinion been consulted: 
at parents who v\^ere not allowed to arrange the 
fairs of their own household, could have little 
afluence in the choice of their daughters' hus- 
flaids 5 so they made a virtue of necessity, by 
[iring a reluctant consent ; and solaced them- { 
elves in the prospect of their own emancipation 
rom the daily vexations under which tliey groan- 
d, which was all of comfort that appeared to re- 
nain. These, however, were fallacious hopes 5 
he eldest daughter having married a kindred 
oulj was soon embroiled with her husband, and 
gain assailed the peace of her still fond parents 
nth her domestic quarrels; — while the husband 
)f the younger having squandered all her dowry, 
though, to do him justice^ she had her full share 
n the dissipation of it,) left her, v^ith three chil- 
iren, in indigence; with these, who inherited no 
mall portion of their mother's spirit, she sought 
m asylum in her father's house. With an m- 
'Ome materially' decreased by the misfortunes 
^ud imprudence of their children, they had now, 
n the decline of life, an increase of family, with 
lU the multiplied vexations arising from ungov- 
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Irnable tempers and perverse dispositions. A 
Tersity had rendered their dau^ters irritabl 
but not humble; while their own spirits we] 
broken by the accumulation of family disasters 

The father's afternoon naps were generally ii 
terrupted by the noise and clamour of three ui 
manageable children, whom their mother woul 
not endure to have controlled, and who bad rati 
et that her father should be disturbed than th; 
her children should cry. From these troubh 
Mrs. W. was soon released: her enfeebled fran 
sunk under the effects of accumulated vexatio 
and fatigue. With what sensations she left b( 
aged husband to the c^e of such a family, ma 
w easily conceived. 

Let those who would avoid similar calamitiei 
be solicitous to detect first in themselves, an 
then in their children* the earliest indication ( 
tdftmiUU < 1 
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ON S0M2 MISTAKES IIT EOCCATION, AND TRS 
CORRECTION OF THEM. 

*' Whatsoever a man sowetb, that shall he also reapJ' 

That a great proportion of the ill conduct 
which destroys the peace of families originates in 
mistakes in education^ there can be little doubt ; 
it may not, therefore, be amiss, before we proceed 
upon other subjects, to point out a few of them; 
for to enumerate the whole would occupy too 
lai^e a portion of these pages. 

Not to direct our first assault against that prin^ 
ciple of selfishness to which in many families such 
costly sacrifices are made, would be like lopping 
tlie branches of a noxious tree, and leaving the 
root in the ground; some parents do not discern^ 
that in proportion as this principle is cherished, 
they are producing consequences directly oppo- 
site to tneir designs. It has never occurred to 
them with any salutary conviction (although their 
own experience might have enforced the lesson,) 
that the majority ofmankind has adopted each for 
himself this identical idol,— dearer, more inter- 
esting to the individual, than was <^ great Diana 
of the Ephesians" to her worshippers.— Ah ! no 
wonder then there are such cktmours without 
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doors and within !— -No wonder if the voice of any 
oiie in particular, however vociferous, be lost in 
the general din, ^ great U myself ;^^ " to my hon- 
our, my pleasure, my caprice, shall be sacrificed 
the feelinss and the interests of all around me!" 
-—Until, however, this domineering principle is 
subdued, the human character cannot be contem- 
plated with complacency! nor till we are brought 
to comply with the divine precepts of the gospel, 
which direct us to esteem others above ourselves, 
can we experience true peace of mind and inward 
tranquillity. How ijrould such holy principles, 
early implanted in the young mind, sap the foun- 
dation of all those moral evils which torment and 
harass mankind ! Xo which of them would they 
prove destructive, an appropriate, an efficient 
cure? 

With what an egregious mistake are those pa- 
rents chargeable, t^o foster in their children the 
spirit of party, of bigotry, and of intolerance! 
Their notions, their party, their sect (as if the 
world and their own depraved nature did not fur- 
jndx them with materials enough) must be put in 
requisition' to complete the character and stamp 
it altogether unamiable. How disgusting to bear 
a Uttie bigot, or partr-man, prating about who 
be is /or, and who he is against } although he 
knows not why, or wherefore! Yet this intole- 
rant spirit has sometimes found its way into pub- 
lic seminaries, and occasioned the most disgrace- 
ful divisions. Is this the method parents take to 
promote their children's happiness, or the public 
weal ? Do they forget that God is love, an:d that 
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hb etpress command is, that we love one another? 
It is not from such discordant materials as these 
that the true citizen, the true patriot, and what 
is still more, the true Christian, can be formed* 
He is actuated by principles of universal philan« 
thropj: the divine precept? of the gospel, which 
are the rule of his conduct, are in direct opposi- 
tion to such a temper. «< Not," as Dr. Watts 
observes, «< that it is at all amiss in parents to 
train up their children in their own forms of wor- 
ship, at least so far as anj of their peculiar opin- 
ions enter into their forms of public religion." 
It is hardly possible to avoid this, for religioa 
cannot be practised but it must be in some par- 
ticular mode ; therefore children must be educa- 
ted in some forms, and opinions, and modes of 
worship; and it is the duty of parents to educate 
them in those ways which they think nearest the 
truth, and most pleasing to Grod. But all that I 
mean here is this, that as I would not have these 
particalars of different sects to enter into the 
public practice of religion further than is need- 
lul ; so it should be far the greatest care and so- 
licitade of parents to teach their children Chris- 
tianitj itself, rather than the particular and dis- 
tinguishing tenets of sects and parties. 

But the errors of this unthinking class of pa- 
rents are innumerable 5 when they have by erro- 
neous principles planted, or by neglect suffered^ 
and, by every species of pampeiing and indul- 
gence, firmly rooted and nourished the «e//!«A prin- 
ciple in their children during infancy and child- 
hood, it is no uncommon case when (as a natural 
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consequence) the J begin themselves to reap the 
bitter fruits or it, for them to attempt to re^-tifj 
one mistake bj another equally mischievous, by 
substitutii^g ilUtimed severity for excessive indul- 
gence. We have sometimes observed with grief 
bow the fawning tones of these injudicious pa- 
rents have in a few years degenerated into the 
barsh sounds of perpetual chiding, or unreasona- 
ble peevishness. Is it a wonder if the unhappy 
subjects of such unprincipled discipline should 
pursue any road but the right, when they have 
no skilful hand to guide them into it, but are 
driven about at random, just according to the im- 
pulse of the present moment? 

Parents are frequently disposed to magnify the 
natural sagacity and acuteness of their children ; 
they are forward to discover indications of supe- 
rior genius or talent in them ; their wonderful 
remarks and achievements are deemed worthy to 
be exhibited and repeated before all companies! 
Should it not previously be ascertained, tnat the 
same things repeated or done bv their neighbour's 
children would appear equally interesting and 
extraordinary P—It ig granted, however, that some 
allowance should be made to a fond parent on 
this subject ^ and every fond parent is qualified 
to make it, and to sympathize in such feelings 
under proper restrictions; but we would still add . 
a caution against extremes, lest what is so inter- 
esting to parents, should appear ridiculous, or 
become irksome to friends. Children should 
seldom be required to repeat by rote before com- 
panyi unless indeed it be some pious hymu or 
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song to theil* minister, or to a Christian friend 
who may be supposed to take an interest in their 
improvement Siich customs are apt to generate 
conceit and confidence in children, while thejr 
afford little gratificatioik to their hearers. People, 
in general, much prefer uttering their own extem- 
pore effusions, to sitting mute while a school-boy 
spouts forth a long poem by rote. It certainly 
adds nothing to his credit in the estimation of the 
intelligent part of his audience ; for he must be 
an incorrigible dunce indeed, who cannot ac-« 
quire duch an art as this. Although we have 
seen a doating grandmother, who, if the expres* 
sion of her countenance might be trusted, plainly 
indicated that she attached all the merit of Gray's 
El^y to the lad who was repeating it! 

Much less when a child displays such unequiv- 
ocal talents as surrounding friends are constrain- 
ed to admit, and willing to admire, should he be 
brought forward for public exhibition: nothing, 
can be more inimical to the sterling worth of his 
character. -<-It is well if such a child does not 
become insufferably pert and disa^eeable; well, 
indeed, if those unpleasant qualities do not in 
time degenerate into what is. worse. We have 
seen a ehild of this description introduced to a 
numerous company, with a confident look and 
air ill becoming his age. Secure of admiration^ 
he was under no restraint | while even his non- 
sense was applauded, as something extraordinary. 
<<0 parents! parents!" thought some who were 
present) ^it will be well if one day you do not 
dearly pay fiir your vanity.** 
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<< Welly but my child^" says many a fond pa- 
rent, "i« unquestionably clever."— Indeed!— 
Then you see your work before you; it is cut out 
ready to your hand } altliough the framing and 
putting it together may prove a more difficult 
task than you are aware ot: should you perform 
it negligently or unskilfully, it were better that 
your Is^our had been bestowed on more homely 
materials. A genius neglected or mismanaged 
is ever to be deplored. A rich soil unfuitfiil or 
overgrown with weeds, must reflect disgrace and 
bring misfortune on the husbandman. Double 
your diligence then, otherwise those talents which 
were originally dispensed as blessings, will ulti- 
mately prove the very reverse, to society, to 
yourselves, and to the being . on whom they are 
bestowed. 

On the other hand, if there be evil in the con- 
duct from too great partiality or indulgence, there 
may be also in injudicious restraint and violent 
coercion: there are parents who do not distin- 
cuish between curbing the spirits of children and 
breaking them; who do not consider that the sub- 
jects of this process are in danger of degenerating 
either into meanness and imbecility of character, 
or into low cunning and hypocrisy, equally un- 
friendly to the right performance of duty. Con- 
siderate parents will proportion their expressions 
of disapprobation to youthful levities,, or more 
deeply-rooted faults. 

It is true, their wisdom and patience are some- 
times put to severe proof by the variety of tem- 
pers they have to encounter, the discipline for 
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Qe, being, perhaps, quite opposite to that which 
I suitable for another: they are constrained in a 
mse to adopt the apostle's conduct, who was 
illing to become all things to all men for the 
eneral good. — ^A mUd system is, however, al- 
ays to be preferred, if possible: yet it must be 
n»^ not a firmness resulting from obstinacy or 
iprice, but from sound principle, and mature 
idgment. The young reader then will excuse 
:, when it is repeated that it should be firm. 
That parents must bear role in their own houses, 
buld be as eTtensively published as the decree 
r Ahasuerus, and remain as irrevocable as the 
iws of the Modes and Persians. Let those who 
iel inclined to relax their discipline, or to sub- 
Qit for the sake of present quiet to the obstinacy 
r clamour of their children, younger or elder, 
)e admonished not to yield what is right, just, 
ind prudent— no, not for an hour : that hour's 
teace may be purchased with years of anarchy 
md sorrow. Their mental powers and their just 
tuthority in their own houses should only expire 
ogether. 
Yet it should be conceded, tiiat although it is 
He duty as well as the right of parents to rule 
iQd direct their children, and to order their own 
concerns in all essential matters, there are sub- 
ects on which the young may be better informed 
han themselves; cases m which tliey may be al- 
owed, in a certain sense, to dictate to their pa* 
eats, who may listen to their suggestions without 
it <%11 endangering parental authority, or deroga- 
ing from the wisdom of age. They have, in some 
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instances, more general intercourse with i 
world than their parents now have, andv proQ 
bly, thej feel a more lively interest in wfaat pad 
es there : this may produce a quicker discen 
ment on various subjects of minor importanci 
which may be as well conceded to them. Th^ 
is no virtue in wearing the habit, speaking d 
language, or persevering in the customs of Mi 
years ago. The period of half a century doc 
not necessarily render things worse, as some el 
derly persons are apt to assert^ any more thai 
that it must universally improve them, as th 
young so pertinaciously maintain. 

And now, while some young readers may b 
disposed to take advantage of the preceding re 
marks, and complain of their scantv privileges 
others, not feeling things quite as tney ought ti 
be with themselves, may be willing enough to laj 
all the blame on tiieir parents, to charge m 
whole on their bad management, and to saji 
<« Had I been diiferently educated, I should haTC 
proved a better character ; but the habits I have 
contracted are now become so firmly rooted, as 
to be, I fear, beyond my power of control. '' This 
may be too true; but I beseech you make the 
same allowance for your parents, who had, prob- 
ably, equal disadvantages to deplore; nay, it may 
be fairly presumed, that they were still greater ; 
for the system of education is so much improved 
since their earl^ days, that it is probable even 
your opportunities have been superior to theirs. 
Perhaps they have acquitted themselves to you 
tA the best of their knowledge and ability : thej 



mSTAKES Ul BDVCATION* 49 

t eyen, while sowing the seeds of some of 
faults in jour temper, of which jou cannot 
It be conscious, imagine that thej were actually 
lucating yon well. If when you behaved amiss, 
.ej threatened to send you to bed, or to school ; 
f Uiey shut you in the dark, or called the old 
laa, or the harmless cat or dog« to frighten you; 
r if your eood conduct was rewarded with cakes 
r sugar-plums, fine hats or frocks, thereby so en- 
laving you to sensual gratifications and ground- 
ed fears, as to produce much present misery, 
ad threaten still more to yourself and others | 
St your happiness was the grand end they aimed 
tin all tiiey did, althou8;h they miseiably mis- 
K)k the means. Gra'itude for their zeal, Ihough 
ustakeo, is a debt you should ever acknowledge. 
But should the conviction of former errors at 
ingth force itself upon them, should they en- 
eavour to rectify their former mistakes by more 
idicious discipline in future, will you submit 
) it now? Will you endure to be told of your 
mits, and suffer reproof without resentment and 
Qpatience ? Will you bear denial of any of 
our accustomed gratifications, or apply yourself 
>the performance of any difficult or painful du- 
f which is repugnant to your feelings, or contra- . 
r to your present habits? Will you begin to be 
actable and humble, co-operating with them in 
ndeavourins to rectify past errors ? It is not 
»o late to do this ; nor too late to make the at- 
impt, even withoi^t their assistance. Your in- 
reasing years and opening prospects, whatever 
\tj may be, c^U most forcibly tor such renova^i 
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ting enei^es, otfaerwide ydur own famil jr^ shoi 
Providence decree you to hive one, will be 
the very predicament which you now deploi 
Commence your operations then ere the cai 
and anxieties of life assail you, that you may 
the more effectually qualified to encounter the 
There is much to unao, as well as do $ your le 
- ure days are, perhaps, nearly expired : empl 
them not in unavailing, and indeed unbecomi 
complaints against the conduct of those who m 
possibly have done their best by you$ but in e 
deavouring to amend your own, especially if y 
are convinced that you have not in all respec 
done the best by yourself, or acted according 
the knowledge you possessed. 

If the selfish principle has been instilled in 
you, by whatever means, against that, as was b 
fore observed, the first assault must be directei 
however you may have been admired and extollc 
by your parents or by others, or whatever conl 
dehce or self-satisfaction you may have felt, 
you will but take the trouble to investigate yoi 
own character with impartiality, with the seen 
motions and actings of your own heart, you wi 
find enough to humble you, and to level your sel 
complacency with the dust If this is a worl 
my young friend, to which you have been hithen 
unaccustomed, and the process is utterly Strang 
to jrou, bring your whole self to the standard c 
Scripture; your most secret thoughts, as well a 
your words and actions : this is the only way t 
produce that genuine humility which must be th 
oasis of ill other virtues — ^Wmch is the only four 
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Itioii of the Christian character. Remember, 

tt he only who humbleth himself shall be ex- 

td : and this is true in a moral as well as in a 

ipturai sense | for it is not those who are so 

HTous of the uppermost seats, who find their 

^bours equallj ready to give place to them. 

£ principle of humility in its' universal extent, 

die it places you at tne feet of those of your 

low -creatures who are qualified to instruct, 

II also conduct you to the foot of the cross as 

he destitute and helpless, weak and ignorant 

ais it is to be a Christian^ and when you are a 

irUtian^ and not before, we ma;^ reasonably 

^t you to acquit yourself well m aU^the re- 

itions of life. 
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PECUNIARY AFFAIRS. 



*^ It 19 the fate of almost every passion, when it 1 
passed the bounds which nature prescribes, to counter 
its own purposes.*' Kamblzb. 

There is no subject which produces more ft 
queut altercations in families than pecuniary a 
fairs : a tendency to parsimony on one side, ai 
to prodigality on the other, cannot but occasi< 
• disputes between parents and children. A lo 
of profusion either evidences much inexperienc 
or it proves that even experience has failed 
produce its proper effect. They who are ince 
santly draining their parents of money to defn 
superfluous expenses, have not yet considers 
how easily property is dissipated by impercepf 
ble degrees : they have not been in the habit 
calculating for the future, and have no thoug 
beyond present gratification, it is the attribu 
of prudence to « foresee the evil, while the sii 
pie pass on and are punished." To be indiffe 
ent to our future prospects, is folly ; to sacrifi< 
the interests of near relatives to personal gratil 
cation, is selfish and cruel : while children, pe 
haps, have no apprehension that they are doii 
80) their parents may have well-grounded fea 



PfiCVNIART AFFAIRS. 53 

on the subject, quite sufficient to account for 
their remonstrances and their resistance. 

That an expensive style of dress is one of the 
principal drains of property among our own sex, 
needs not to be proved: much is it to the disgrace 
of the matronly character, that mothers are fre- 
quently no less eager than their daughters to 
gratify this idle passion: and what is ultimately 
gained by indulging it P In what higher estima- 
tion do dressy women stand with me wise and 
sood, with those whose opinions are of value P 
Taste may harmonise the colours and adjust the 
drapery, and symmetry of form may display the 
whole to advantage, while the mind does not per- 
haps at all correspond with the external appear- 
ance: there may exist neither symmetry nor har« 
mony there,-— its scanty furniture too plainly in- 
dicating that it has occupied by far the least pro- 
portion of attention. While the outside show 
might gain admittance into the gayest circles, 
the mind may have been so far neglected as to be 
utterly unfit for the society of the cultivated, the 
polite, and the better informed of either sex; and 
still less qualified to find resources in itself in the 
hours of solitude and retirement, in the absence 
of a vain and alluring world. 

Of such characters it might be justly inquired, 
« Wherefore will ye spend your money for that 
which is not bread, and your labour for that 
which satisfieth notP" What rational mind but 
must deplore the accumulated mischiefs of this 
fatal propensity P Shall it not be fcH* a lamenta- 
tion? In nttmberless instances it has prevented 
F 
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its fair victims from attaining those usefol acquire^ 
ments, which their extravagance has renaered 
doublj necessary in future life. Nor can this be 
a solitary passion^ it brin^ up many similar evils 
in its train, all equally inimical to sterling excel- 
lence of character and to happiness ; for upon 
such persons Providence does not eventually 
smile ; of trivia) and unworthy objects, pursued 
to excess, their votaries will one day have to ex- 
claim, «<A11 is vanity and vexation of spirit." 
Even in present gratifications of this nature there 
]# much alloy— 4i worm nibbling at the root of the 
verjr choicest of them; and it will be well if eve- 
ry sigh fetched from the bosom of a parent bj 
mnreasonable exactions, be not repaid by a briny 
tear, wrung either from painful recollections, or 
from the pressure of present misfortunes. 

It is hoped, however, that to many young read* 
Ctrs such remonstrances are not applicable; or 
that where there exists an inclination to unneces- 
sa^ expense, a reasonable expostulation will be 
sufficient to restrain it. Let every one aim at a 
wise medium. Thei very few persons who pass 
tiie other extreme, and become careless of exter- 
nal appearances, betray an equal error of judg- 
ment; a decent conformity to our circumstances, 
and to the society with which we rank, is neither 
unreasonable nor dangerous. 

It must, however, be acknowledged, that chil- 
dren are not always chargeable with the whole 
blame of domestic disputes even on this subject; 
some of them have to endure severe trials, from 
the unreasonable parsimony of Aeir parents: and 
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where this b the case, it has a hopeless aspect, 
because covetousness is a vice rarely indeed ex- 
tirpated in advanced life. An appeal to the rear 
soii^ to the feelings, or even to tne experience of 
the money 'loving is fruitless* 

Xhe discord produced among the nearest rela- 
tives by the love of money, proves it to be indeed 
« the root of all evil. '' 

** Gold be^ts in brothen hate. 
Gold in fiuniliet debtte.** 

Many whose feelings would revolt at those 
heathen parents who used to sacrifice their off- 
spring to idols, make some advances towards the 
crime thev condemn, when their fondness for 
gold impels them to sacrifice to it the happiness 
of those dependent on them : for «< covetousness 
is idolatry." To withhold the means of enjoying 
those advantages in society which belong to their 
circumstances and their age, is unjust and cruel. 
Let it be repeated— ^Ae morning of life should 
he held Mocrea by parents^ as well as the evening 
of it by their children. To youth, many things 
are very requisite, which to forgetful age may 
not appear so. To ascertain what are tne just 
claims of others upon us, it is always requisite 
to imagine ourselves in their circumstances, and 
they in ours. It is only by so doing that the gol- 
den rule of duty to our neighbour can be applied: 
What a surprising change would take place in 
some families, if this simple process were sud- 
denly to commence! But this is an effort of ab- 
straction, which to persons whoarestiflbnedin 
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their prejudices^and frozen in iheir aelJishnesSy ap« 
pears atterly unreasonable; accordingly, to do to 
others as we would not that they should do unto 
us^ is no very uncommon practical rendering of 
that passage. 

Those who imagine that a system of parsimony 
is the only foundation on which to rear the pros- 
perity of their families, are, as is the case with 
most* errors, insuring a** effect directly contrary 
to their aimj for they could not devise a more 
effectual means of disposing them to extravagance- 
and prodigality. There are not wanting instan- 
ces in the recollection of many to prove, that 
where property has been needlessly hoarded, it 
ha« been as needlessly dissipated when it came 
into the hands of children from whom it had been 
go withheld. It is not the nature of the human 
mind to take a favourable direction under oppres- 
sive discipline of any kind; injustice exasperates 
it: to whatever extreme it passes, it will be alike 
remote from virtue and from happiness. The 
worst of parents would not willingly foster in the 
minds of his children the unnatural wish for his 
own death J yet how inevitably does a system of 
rigour, and tyranny, and meanness, tend to ren- 
der the idea of emancipation (by whatever means) 
at least very supportable! '«When my father 
dies, we'll set the parish bells a-ringing," said a 
young man to his brother. " Not with my mo- 
ney,*' replied the old gentleman, who unfortu- 
nately happened to be within hearing! And he 
was as good as his word. Such filial sentiments 
are the reward, the Just reward of oppression; 
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jet the oppressor, the hard man is frequently so 
nnreasonable, so ignorant of human natare, as to 
be surprised that he is not beloved by his family, 
and to complain of their ingratitude and de- 
ficiency in respect and esteem I 

But the errors of parents are perhaps more fre- 
quent on the opposite extreme: by indulging their 
families in extravagant demands, they engender . 
evils equally great; so is wealth perverted in va- 
rious ways! A moderate portion of it is in itself 
a good^ if corrupt passions did not convert it into 
an evil. ^ Take away the dross from the silver, 
and there shall come forth a vessel for the refiner." 

The prayer which requested neither poverty nor 
riches, was founded on a just estimate of human 
nature : and those parents who are capable of 
making it, will early habituate their children to 
a moderation in their desires, as well as to fru- 
gality in their expenditure. There is no rank nor 
circumstances in life which can render a liberal 
economy unnecessary. 

F 2 
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RISING BANK IN LIFE. 



*< With my staff I passed orer this Jordan, and notv I 
am become two bands." Genesis, zxxii. 10. 

It sometimes happens that a worthy couple in 
humble life are rewarded, for years of industrj 
and prudence, by unexpected success in their af- 
fairs: from indigence and obscurity, they rise 
perhaps to comfort and afSuence: but as no tem- 
poral good exists without alloy, they feel ^if they 
are people of sense) that the want of cultivation 
and sood -breeding, from which their former hab- 
its of life debarred them, prevents their sustain- 
ing that place in society which they miffht other- 
wise have taken, but to which money idone can- 
not entitle any one. With laudable ambition 
they resolve that their children shall not labour 
under similar disadvantages; they bestow on thenk 
what is commonly termed an education^ and ex- 
pect in due time to be amply rewarded for the 
cost and solicitude in their general improvement 
•-^specially by a return of grateful affection. 
The governess and masters having performed 
their part, deliver up their accomplished charge ; 
who return home to delight their admiring pa- 
rents,- and astonish surrounding friends. 
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And now witli their children's assistance they 
rapidly climb th^ eminence which had hitherto 
appeared inaccessible: of the blessings of society 
they enjoy as much, and perhaps more, than their 
hearts could wish; but of the imperfection attend- 
ing all sublunary things they have another im- 
pressive lesson; for while they now find them- 
selves recognized abroad, they are scarcely noti- 
ced at home; here they are viewed, rather as 
incumbrances, than as promoters of the general 
happiness. Their inveterate habits and prejudi- 
ces exercise all the patience and skill of their 
more enlightened children, who sometimes give 
up the case as hopeless, and content themselves 
with keeping their rustic parents as much as pos- 
sible in the back-ground, treating them at best 
with that shyness and indifference due to inter- 
lopers, and troublesome impediments to the com- 
pletion of their high-flown schemes. 

If this description be not totally imaginary, if 
the circumstances and conduct of any young 
readers should answer to it, a moment's reflec- 
tion might convince them that these things ought 
not to be so. To whom are such children in- 
debted for the advantages on which they so high- 
ly value themselves, but to those very parents 
whom they might have resembled in all their rude 
habits and vulgar prejudices, but for their super- 
intending care ? Such persons have never expe- 
rienced (and it is hoped -their subsequent con- 
duct may never oblige them to experience) the 
anxieties, hardships, and toil, to which their pa« 
rents were exposed in early life. Every comtort 
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their children enjoy may have been purchased hj 
a privation; every luxury by a laborious effort j 
every hour of cheerfulness and hilarity in the so- 
ciety of their equally thoughtless companions, bj 
days of unremitting toil and restless nights oi 
care* And are they thus rewarded?— Are the 
isquipments with which they have so liberally fur- 
nished their children for their entrance into life, 
to be converted into hostile instruments, and 
plunged as poniards into those hearts, round eve- 
ry fibre of which their children's happiness has 
been entwined ? Unfortunately for such charac- 
ters, that book which says, ^Despise not thy 
mother when she is old," has made no exception 
for cases of this nature: the command is positive 
and unqualified, whatever disproportion may exist 
between the mental faculties or attainments of 
parents and children. 

It is the error of vulgar minds to entertain false 
notions respecting gentility. In families like 
these, there is frequently a radical mistake on the 
subject. It is a quality which, if genuine, must 
have its foundation in principle and moral recti- 
tude. The skilful analyzer of character may 
sometimes discern the principle in uneducated 
parents, while not a particle of it appears to exist 
in their more accomplished children. There may 
be true superiority of character^ where there is 
none of manner; therefore, before <;hildren har- 
bour sentiments or adopt conduct to the disad- 
vantage of their parents in this respect, they 
should be well assured, from a general acquain- 
tance with human nature* and an accurate knowl- 
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edge of their individual characters, that they are 
ts destitute of one as of the other. 

Parents, however, who are conscious of a de- 
ficiency in their manners arising from such causes^ 
Aouid endeavour, for the general credit and re- 
spectability of their families, to conform them- 
selves to their rising circumstances ; till they 
bave in some degree effected this, their work is 
incomprlete. Their residence and their accommo- 
dations of every kind being on a higher scale, — 
kving thrown off* the humble garb of former days 
to wear the mantle of affluence, it is desirable 
that their carriage and conduct should harmonise 
as far as possible with these external appendages. 
This will be thought difficult — and so indeed it 
is; for it is not so easy a thing to lay aside a vul- 
gar habit, as to throw oflT a shabby cloke: but al- 
though no exertions in after-life can supply the 
place of a liberal education, and although much 
refinement of mind and manner cannot be expect- 
ed, yet it is not a hopeless ^sk to aim at some 
exterior improvement, nor to endeavour to ac- 
quire some enlargement of fiews, and liberality 
of sentiment. Those who have achieved so much 
by their own strenuous exertions, have surely not 
so exhausted their energies, as to be incapable of 
making an additional effort to render the whole 
complete. If such persons cannot themselves see 
beyond the surface, let them be assured there are 
those who can^ whose penetrating eye will quick- 
ly discern vulgarity stampt in legible characters, 
if not on all they have^ at least on all they do and 
say. Children are certainly to be commiserated, 
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whose parents will obstinately persist in ejqposinj 
their families to ridicule, by habits and manners 
which a little trouble and attention might, in sonn 
degree at least, polish and refine. 

Persons who have been accustomed to menial 
occupations in early life, and to the low mannen 
and contracted notions which these are apt t( 
produce, are more likely to be confirmed ia themj 
than to rise above them as old age advances, with 
out strenuous resolutions and endeavours to the 
contrary. When other advantages are on tht 
wane, it is especially desirable forvpersons in ev- 
ery station, not only to cultivate an intrinsic re- 
spectability of character, but also that pleasing- 
ness of manner which should result from it, and 
wtiich is no despicable substitute for the fascina- 
tions of youth, or the substautial powers of ma- 
ture age* 

Let us reverse the subject.—" The race is not 
invariably to the swift, nor the battle ta the 
strong." Neither the advantages of fortune, nor 
the most vigilant efforts of human care and indus- 
try, can ward off the stroke of adversity, when 
iaflicted by Him who has all events at his dispo- 
sal. *< Except the Lord build the house, they 
labour in vain who build it. Except the Lord 
keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain '' 
It happens not unfrequently, that after parents 
have past the prime of their days in circumstan- 
ces of affluence, lavishing on their families all 
those indulgences to which their fond hearts have 
prompted them, that they experience a sad re- 
verse in their declining years, and are reduced to 
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state 6f indigence or dependence. Should the 
ircmnatitnces of their children be more prosper- 
1189 nau} 18 the season to put the genuineness of 
mr affection, as well as the rectitude of their 
rinciples, to the proof. There was a time when 
be helpless state of infancy called forth all the 
ender exertions of those who were bound by na- 
Dre to cherish and protect it ; the circumstances 
)f the parties are now reversed, but the obliga- 
ion remains unchanged. Can it be necessary to 
Bake an appeal to the justice or to the gratitude 
if any individual, whose most attached^ disinter-. 
isted, and persevering friend— in onccomprehen- 
uve word, wEose^ren^'-^now in turn claims suc« 
eour and protection? Must we plead for such a 
one? Many have been reduced to circumstances 
of dependence on their children, by having with 
a short-sighted fondness gratified their every wish 
in former times, and gelded to all their unreason- 
able demands. But is it for these children to in- 
flict the punishment? Should they repay their 
parents' past indulgence with present ingratitude? 
— ^Parents, whose earthly wishes were bound- 
ed by the future prosperity of their families, 
although they were unhappily deficient 'in the 
most effectual means of secunns it. Is this the 
time to rouse them from their pleasing dreams ? 
And shall the objects of their fondest attachment 
undertake the task? When the infirmities of na- 
ture begin to assail them ; when surrounding ob- 
jects, which were heretofore accustomed to de- 
light, lose their fascinations ; when every step 
they advance towards the confines of these mor- 
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tai shores becomes more rugged and difficult; i 
ill suffices to be presented with a staff to pursu< 
the remaining journey, with something just t< 
prevent the tottering frame from sinking. Natu n 
now requires the gentle arm to support, the sooth 
ing voice of kindness to cheer, the warm manth 
of filial love to protect from the chilling blast 
but a bare sustenance dispensed as a charitable 
boon to a stranger, rather than as the voluntary 
offering of filial and well-earned affection, is hard 
fare indeed. 

Are there any who anticipate the time with 
secret complacency, when they shall be relieved 
even from such services as these? — Well, be not 
impatii^nt^ time is doing his office: he keeps a 
steady pace with your parents, and with your- 
selves too^ the weeks, and months, and years, 
are taking their flight as rapidly, one would 
think, as a mortal could wish. Soon, very soon, 
although it may seem long to you, that tottering; 
frame which now bears so heavily oil you, will 
need no further support, but will crumble inta 
dust, and *« the worm shall feed sweetly on it'" 
And can you anticipate this with satisfaction? 
The time was, when if your infant frame had thus 
sunk even before you had rendered one service, 
or afforded any reward but your smiles, that the 
hearts of your parents would have been torn with 
the keenest anguish. You were conducted bj 
them through all the common perils of your infan- 
cy and childhood with anxious solicitude, and the 
most assiduous care ^ tliey congratulated them- 
selves t/9 8et( their labours crowned with success. 
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iat whatever expense. Now thej have thus far 
completed their task, and brought you to matu- 
ritj. *' Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and 
walk in the sight of thine eyes,'' although the de- 
sire of their eyes should extort many a briny tear 
from them ; ^^ but know, that for ail these things 
God shall bring thee into judgment!" 
I If those who harden their hearts against the 
poor and the needy, and turn away tneir eyes 
from the fatherless and the stranger, incur the 
divine displeasure, in how much greater de- 
giee do they offend, who, regardless of nature's 
ties, and of the strongest of all human obliga- 
tions, withhold from a necessitous parent what it 
is in their power to afford, whether in the way of 
sustenance, or in those tender offices which are 
equally acceptable, and far more endearing, and 
which all, whether rich or poor, imperiously need 
under the infirmities of age, or the decays of na- 
ture! Or, if they are dealt out with a niggardly 
hand, mistaking that for duty done, which is des-^ 
titute of its most essential quality— ^/ta/ affec- 
tion ! 

The possibility of such a requital should ope- 
rate as an additional motive with parents to in- 
stil sterling principles into their children^ and by 
every possible means to cherish that tenderness 
of heart, that general benevolence, which embra- 
ces all within its sphere, and each according to 
its specific claim 5 then, and then only, are pa- 
rents secure. But should Providence- see fit to 
render them dependent on their offspring, how- 
ever imperious are their claims, they certainly 
G 



should he c&reful not to urge them too rigidly^ 
especially when their children have rising fami- 
lies of their own, and their pecuniary resources 
are circumscribed : in tha^ case, the weight of a 
parent's support, however cheerfully borne, may 
oecome exceedingly oppressive, and the truly 
considerate will bear no heavier than circumstan- 
ces absolutely require. There have been parents, 
who, because it best suited their own immediate 
interests, have held their children in celibacy, 
and selfishly prevented them from forming con- 
nexions which might have proved the happinessj 
of their lives. It would be much more to their 
credit, and perhaps to their real advantage, to let 
things take their natural course, and trust Prov- 
idence with the issue* Those who do evil that 
good may come, must eventually be disappointed. 



»AR£NTAb AND FILIAL CONDUCT, A8 IT RELATJft^ 
TO TH£ SEXES. 



"That our sons may be as plants grown np in theU 
youth ; that our daughters may be as comer stones, pol- 
ished after the similitude of a palace.'* Psalm cxliv. 12. 

Filial duties, generally speaking, are of uni- 
versal application 5 but there are some, which as 
they relate exclusively to sex, may be worthy of 
distinct consideration. 

The sons in most families are transferred from 
the nursery to the school, and from- thence to the 
practice of some business or profession, and can 
nave comparatively but little intercourse with 
their mothers ; tt is, therefore, to those who re- 
main stationary beneath the pAtemal roof that the 
fuUowing hints are chiefly applicable^ they may, 
however, be found sufficiently general to affect, 
in some degree, tlie conduct of sons whether at 
home or abroad. 

It is no unequivocal symptom of amiableness 
of disposition, when two individuals, totally op- 
])osite in their occupations, habits, and pursuits^ 
dwell together in unity : when a mother and her 
sons do so, it redounds greatly to the credit of 
both : but this is not universally the case, even 
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where there is no deficiency of natural affection 
no unkind intention on either side. The evi 
frequently originates in that thoughtlessness 
which seems to be a marked characteristic of th< 
male sex in early life. With some j>entlemei 
indeed it is requisite, that a lady should be yovng 
to entitle her to any consideration ; although ti 
witness their manner to difemcde^ an aged female 
and that female their mother^ excites a doubt o; 
their entertaining any genuine respect for the sex 
Certainly she is in tio very enviable situation, 
whose lot it is to dwell under the roof with sucli 
high-flown spirits. They deem her pursuits triv« 
ial and unimportant ; although to such, perhaps, 
they are indebted for life ana health, and for maj 
ny of the comforts they now enjoy, but know no^ 
how to appreciate. Is it then a triviul pursuit to 
rear a family r— to bring up valuable members ol 
society, such as, probably, they deem themselves 
to be ? Their very self-importance might raise 
her in their esteem, as being the instrument, al^ 
though an humble one, of so much good to the 
world. Let every young woman, however, be- 
^ ware of him who manifests such sentiments by 
his conduct; for he who is remiss in one relation^ 
will generally prove so in another. Where good 
principle exists, its influence is not partial. The 
most satisfactory pledge for her own happinegi 
that a young woman can desire, is the respectful 
conduct of a son to his mother. Such as he ij 
nnder the parental roof, such in all probability 
he will prove under his own. His dignity as a 
man, as well as a Christian, is not impaired but 
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enhaaced by the minutest attentions to an aged 
parent. King Solomon in all his glory never ap* 
peared to greater advantage than in the polite 
reception he gave to his mother when she appear- 
ed before him with the request of Adonijah. 
Bat to the honour of the sex, and of human na- 
ture, we have no occasion to recur to the records 
of antiquity for bright examples of filial duty ; 
such instances, we hope, are familiar to the ma- 
jority of our readers. It is true, as they pass 
ander their observation, they will be appreciated 
bj them according to their own particular senti- 
ments and dispositions. There are some, per- 
haps, who would have scofted at the conduct of 
two young men of sense and intelligence, whose 
aged mother was busily employed in executing a 
piece of needle-work equally void of taste and 
utility. So far from ridiculing or slighting her 
performance, as it beguiled the tedious hours of 
aa infirm parent, they appeared to take a lively 
interest in it 5 and thereby afforded an instance 
of that endearing sympathy ^ which is so univer- 
sally requisite in all our intercourse with others, 
but which is yet so sparingly exercised, although 
ODe of the sweetest ingredients in the cup of do- 
mestic life. Such characters stand well opposed 
to those whose prevailing system is tormenting; 
who from commencing their operations with their 
mothersj proceed with their experiments on their 
sisters, their younger brothers, the servants, and 
of course all the unfortunate animals within doors 
and without, who may chance to come in their 

way. In such feat^ there may certainly be much 
6 2 
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wif^ and prowess, and spirU; but manly feelin| 
and true dignity, and proper spirit, display then 
selves very differently 5 and, on every accouni 
the sooner they are acquired the better. 

It were to be wished that seme s6ns, for thei 
own sakes, would pay a little more respect t 
their mother's feelings, in what relates to thei 
general health ; that they would not altogethe 
reject her services, either in preserving or recov 
ering it. This is a matron's appropriate province 
in all common cases, a prudent mother may safe 
ly be confided in, (for a prudent mother will nol 
interfere with what is beyond her reach.) A sen- 
sible woman, independently of the general advan^ 
tages of experience, of observation, and perhaps 
of reading, must be furnished with additional skill 
in the management of her own family, from her 
more intimate knowledge of their constitutions. 
Some who have not been sufficiently aware of this^ 
have paid dearly for their incredulity. 

But an address to daughters, in reference to 
their mothers, appears still more appropriate fron^ 
the intimate and frequently protracted connexion 
which subsists between them. They especially 
should be solicitous to discharge the duties of 
that relation in which others may one day stand 
to themselves 5 and although the inequality ofl 
years must certainly produce some essential dif- 
ference in their feelings and pursuits, yet there 
are points in which they as naturally correspond. 

Tne happiness of a mother is essentially at the 
mercy of the female branches of her family ^ and 
her condition U to be commiserated, if in the pros* 
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lect of succeeding years spent under the saoie 
oof vith them, when her health and spirits are 
in the wane, they manifest no inclination to pro- 
note her comfort. Eternal attentions will not 
tuffice to discharge the duties of this intimate re- 
ation. The services of one who is not her mo- 
her's confidential friend^ are of little compara- 
ive Talue j while that bosom which is the recep- 
tacle of every maternal care and sorrow, thereby 
)ecomes the repository of such a knowledge of 
the world, as may be of essential service when, 
ler own turn comes to encounter it. 

It is truly revolting to a feeling mind, to he- 
boid a mother and a daughter — those dear rela- 
tions — if not actually at variance, evidently not 
on terms of intimacy and confidence. If the for- 
mer be respectable and affectionate, it is a phe- 
nomenon for which it is difficult to account, ex- 
cept from some radical error in the education. 

A judicious mother will adapt her conduct, as 
well to the sexes, as to the dispositions of her 
children. Those who do not receive the same 
degree of attention from their sons as from their 
daughters, should make every allowance which 
tlie nature of things admits, and should not bq too 
hasty in attributing to want of affection what may 
t)e the mere effect of thoughtlessness, united with 
different pursuits and avocations. 

She who through an excess of maternal anxiety 
would shield her son from every wind that blows^ 
is placing herself in the predicament of a hen with 
a duckling brood, who will follow the dictates of 
their nature, and s^l away, rejecting her care» 
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and regardless of her call. To those who tnig 
submit to it, such superabundant care would pro 
highly injurious both to the body and mind, ai 
must expose them to the ridicule of their ass 
ciates. One of the most essential services whi 
a mother can render to her resident sons, is 
every prudent means to iostil into them a tas 
and relish for domestic life. The rational a 
satisfactory pleasures of a cheerful and hap 
home, will render them more cautious than tli 
might otherwise.be in the choice of their conut 
ions, — ^better aware of what qualities are m< 
requisite in fire-side companions, as well as id< 
aftectionate in their subsequent conduct towai 
them. Let their esteem for the sex be found 
on the character of their mother^ than which i 
thing can more effectually contribute to their 
dividual respectability. 

That familiar aphorism of Scripture, thaf tli< 
who would have friends must show themsel 
friendly," is in no instance more forcibly exe 
plified than in the intercourse between pare 
and children. She who would find a confidem 
friend in her daughter, must previously set 
example. Let that solace and security wh 
during infancy she experienced in the mater 
bosom, increase with her years. A morose i 
distant carriage is as inimical to filial confiden 
as a trifling levity of manner, which forfeits 
title to it. Where it does exist (as was bef 
hinted) it affords special opportunities for gem 
instruction, and for conveying useful knowled 
Every new circumstance supplies matter for 



PARENTAL AND FILIAL CONDUCT. f^ 

i[cious observation, warning, or counsel. It is not 
) much by prosing lessons tha-t joung persons 
re essentially benefited, as by appropriate hints 
jsulting from the occasion, and skilfully applied 
ccording to the disposition and circumstances 
f the pupil I but it is obvious that the most entire 
ordiality is necessary to give opportunity for, or 
oignant effect to, such lessons. 

It cannot be too frequently repeated, that one 
ssential part of domestic education consists in 
rendering home agreeable; not, indeed, by those 
t-ivolities which the ignorant select for that pur- ? 
|K)se, but by those rational pleasures which are 
calculated to expand the mind, and give a right 
rias to the taste and feelings : even the remote 
effects of this ^re incalculable. To adopt the 
sentiments of a recent publication,* " Let each 
individual have to look back with tender remem- 
brance on the hours, the places, and the associ- 
ates, where the world first dawned on his mental 
energies. In the journey of life he seems to draw 
a lengthened chain, from tliid innocent, this love- 
Ij region, to which the aged mind ever reverts 
with pleasure and complacency. The recollec- 
tion of the playful sports of childhood solaces the 
imagination and the memory, in the evening of 
life, as if man, like a plant, were physically at* 
tached to the spot on which he blossomed." 

Domestic felicity in early life restrains the 
passion for dissipation, and may prevent the form- 
in* improper connexions, which sometimes orig- 
inate in the mere desire of quitting the paternal 
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roof, and seeking that happiness from fon 
sources which is not to be found at home. Ej 
comfort diffuses an air of pleasing serenity t 
the whole deportment, and frequently renc 
the happy subject of it proof against that irr 
blmess^ which the subsequent cares and sorr 
of life are apt to engender. 

The daughter who loves^ her home will tal 
lively interest in all its concerns, and be sol 
ious to promote the happiness of the little ci 
of which she forms a part; especially if her m 
er is able and willing to instruct and assist 1 
If sl^e be desirous that her daughter should r 
with herself in domestic qualifications, she ' 
not, either by a false tenderness, or a crimi 
negligence, suffer her to remain ignorant of s 
things as her future station in lite may reqi 
her to be acquainted with: this would not c 
render her helpless and ridiculous, in a situa^ 
the most responsible, but would be treating \ 
the greatest ingratitude the man who lays his 
tune and his future happiness and respectabi 
at her daughter's feet. There are not wani 
those, who have groaned under the effects of s 
maternal negligence for many years of man 
life. 

Next in importance to religious instruction 
•that general knowledge, that mental cultivat 
which is to be obtained (and only to be obtain 
by habits of reading, and which must assure 
rank amongst the most indispensable qualif 
tionsof a female; not only to render her a su 
ble companion for an intelligent partner, bui 
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is eminentlj calculated to enable her to fulfil 
iery dutj of her station. We are aware that 
is assertion would surprise many nriothers among 
e middling classes, who being destitute of these 
iTantages themselves, ignorantlj conclude that 
ich pursQits must be inimical to domestic pro- 
riencj. It is gt-anted, that in common with any 
her desirable object, thej may be suifered to 
i^ross an undue share of time and attention : 
It the possibility of abusing a thing is no argu* 
ent against it ; and we are well persuaded that 
lere i& far less danger of this being the case with 
.gard to mental improvetuent, than with some 
£er things at which these saine person3 are not 
ways so ready to take the alarm; frivolities, 
ifhidtkj if not encouraged in their daughters, are 
at too seldom discouraged by the mothers to 
horn we alluded are far more frequently found 
> interfere witn, and to give a distaste to, the 
lore important domestic concerns, than a love of 
eading. So far from estranging a woman from 
be discharge of her appropriate duties, the direct 
cadency of knowledge, and of that enlarged view 
f things which it affords, is to show her what 
liey are, to cdnvince her of their propriety and 
nportance, and to qualify her to fulnl them in 

rational and systematic manner: hence it is 
hat the kitchen^ no less that the parlour and the. 
iursery^ partake the happy effects of the superin- 
endence of an intelligent mistress. 

It is true, that instances might be produced of 
^omen, who, although they have not enjoyed the 
dvantages of mental cultivation, are yet seen to 
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perform the duties of their station with singi 
propriety and address, and to whom the hon< 
able titles of good wives and mothers justlj 
long ; for good sense, united with sound pri 
pie, will go far towards qualifying a persoo 
any station. In such cases, the ii;itelligent ob 
ver is ready to exclaim, ^ Whal women wc 
these have been, with minds well stored and ( 
tivated by reading!" But notwithstanding tt 
instances, a very slight observation is suflici 
to show, that the majority of uninformed woi 
suffer greatly in themselves and in their fami 
from the deficiency. Their houses, indeed, i 
be neat and orderly ; their dinners may be \ 
served; and such mothers may so far possess 

S'ft of management, as to scold, or bribe, or d 
eir progeny into something like order and c 
dience; but we must not expect to see these ] 
sons act upon system, nor can the perman 
effects of a rational system follow ; that sysl 
which especially makes it liie grand interest, i 
happiness, and amusement, of the intelligent i 
ther to educate her children. She leaves 
pleasures when she leaves her home, and retu 
, to it as from a banishment* 

The duties, of whatever description, which ( 
anate from a mind enlightened and expanded 
knowledge^ will maintain an evident suporioi 
over such as result from mere habit, or even fr 
an uninformed sense of duty; for a narrow in< 
of thinking and acting is tlie inseparable comp 
ion of ignorance* Will she who has acquii 
some general knowledge of the world in wh 
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^ lives, conduct the aftairs of her own province 
rith less skill than she whose ideas are circum* 
tcribed to the narrow spot on which she vegetates, 
bcapable of extending them beyond the visible 
ibjects around her? Will not she who has taken 
nren a transient survey of men and things in dis* 
int ages and countries, be better qualitied to en- 
»unter her own personal emergencies and vicis- 
Rtudes, than she who has no other guide to direct 
ler than the impulse of the moment, or the cus- 
loms and notions prevalent among her neighbours, 
»ho are probably no better informed than herself ? 
rhe contemplation of virtue and vice, of wisdom 
lod folly, as exhibited in characters public or 
private, which history and biography display, 
itimulate to worthy actions ; while a moderate 
icquaintance with works of taste, would prove of 
ivhat human intellect is capable, and awaken a 
salutary admiration of things that are truly excel- 
lent, instead of its being wastedon the trifles that 
imuse vulgar minds. 

A cultivated taste independent of present grat- 
ification, is one of the most valuable of human re- 
sources under the trials and daily vexations of 
Ife: it is even a useful handmaid to religion, al- 
though some narrow-minded people may feel of- 
fended at the assertion.— Offended because they 
never availed themselves of her services. Espec- 
ially is it an antidote against that insipidity of 
character, that trifling insignificance, which tends 
to bring our sex into disesteem and contempt; 
which incapacitates them from sustaining a part 
ia rational or instructive conversation, and which 
renders old ^ge worse than uninteresting. 
H 
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Would those who haY« the superintendence 
youth, endeavour to give them a just estimate 
the advantages resulting from those things they 
tempt to teach, instead of enforcing them as tasi 
their labours would more frequently be crown 
with success, and the most scrupulous motli 
might banish apprehensions as to the domes 
habits of a daugnter so instructed. If a you 
woman has once been rendered domestic up 
principle^ there is little reason to fear, that wh( 
pursuits of a more elevated nature solicit a pc 
tion of her attention, they should destroy tfio 
habits which are so congenial to the female cha 
acter, and which form, as it were, a part of h 
nature. The mind that is trained to an accura 
estimate of the importance of objects, will dui 
apportion the time requisite to the pursuit of eac 
This is a most essential lesson in education^ au 
should be sedulously instilled by parental exan 
fie as well as by precept. It should enforce th 
important truth, that even duty is no longer sue 
than while it occupies its appropriate time aD 
place. The moment that one duty encroacbc 
on another, it degenerates into a, fault 

Let mothers then, we repeat, who are so jealot 
of the time which is devoted to objects whic 
themselves are not qualified to appreciate, tA 
^special care that it be not squandered on pui 
suits still more inimical to domestic proficiencj 
on that species of expensive show and dissipa 
tion by which it is so often suffered to glide awaj 
producing effects directly contrary to individua 
<ir social advantage. Were a sense of the big 
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iportance and value of time carefully impressed 
kpoa the young mind in early life^ neither read- 
Bg, nor any less ^rthy pursuit, would be suiier- 
|d to encroach upon otW useful and necessary 
Iccupations. 

' Let it be remembered, that it will not suffice 
b qualify daughters exclusively for wedlock. It 
is the lot, or the choice, of some to remain single; 
Ind a j^diciotts mother will endeavour to prepare 
Iheiii also for a life of celibacy, and to furnish 
Biem with resources for solitary hours. She 
rill not accustom them to thinK ^he marriage 
itate essential to happiness, or that alone for 
irhich all their acquirements are intended to pre« 
fm them. They are sometimes called to ser*» 
nces of a diftereut nature^ and it is honourable 
that these should be cheerfully and zealously j>er- 
formed. The all wise Disposer has something 
for every one to do, the single as well as the 
narned; and in times like the present, when in<» 
^ividnal activity is so much required, persons 
who are unencumbered by domestic concerns,are 
especially called upon to go and work in God's 
yineyard; nor are they in numberless honourable 
instances called upon in vain. There never was 
1 period since the apostolic daj's when that asser- 
tion was more strikingly exemplified, «« that she 
who is unmarried careth for the things of the 
Lord, how she may serve the Lord." Let it then 
be the endei^vour of parents to make their daugh-* 
ters good immen; and thus, whether married or 
tingle, they will prove ornameats aad blessin^^ 
to society. 
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** BleBS me, even me also, O my Father !" 

' Genesis, xxvii. 3^ 

That children of the same family, who sta 
in an equal relation, should not equally share 
tlie afiections of their parents, is a lanien4abie 
stance of the perversity of human nature. Wh 
these prejudices are entertained during infinni 
before the subjects of them can have done eitl 
good or harm, they must be the effect of capn< 
and are a species of injustice which admits ^f 
defence. Our Creator, our fellow creatures, a 
the lower orders of creation, unite to condemn 
Well will it be if those who indulge it shoi 
ultimately join in the general censure, and w 
sentiments of that deep contrition which woi 
well become them, return to their proper feeiinj 
and restore their injured offspring to their natui 
rights. 

That child is in a worse than orphan conditi 
who, dwelling under the parental roof, has no' 
due share in a parent's affection ; especially 
daring infancy and childhood, when nature poii 
it to Its natural guardians and protectors, it 
Impelled by coldness or unkindness; it is but t 
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robmble» tktt wh^n the best and earliest affec- 
ions of the heart are thus tilraed out of their 
roper channel, they may take a wrong directioB, 
nd become the source of much misery to their 
onnexions. Those who feel the slightest incli* 
lation thus to pervert the laws of nature, would 
\e wise in resisting it in its early stages, and ex- 
»elliog the impulse from their bosoms, as they 
vould the most noxbus reptile which should aC- 
empt to harbour there. Such a prejudice is re- 
>lete with all tlie evils with which a family can 
»e Tisited. Jealousy, hatred^ discord, with the 
lalamities naturally engendered by them, are in 
ts train. The conseauences are frequently as 
njorions to the rest of the family, as to the un- 
lappy olnect against whom the prejudice exists. 
Pra:teniid affection is one of the earliest lessons 
bo be instilled into the young mind by the natural 
ruardians of family peace; but if they arm brother 
igaifist brother by thfeir own unjust and partial 
conduct, who can answer for the consequences ? 
But this is a case which less freqiuently occurs, 
md Iwwever ^oomy its aspect, is less injunons in 
its effects than the opposite error of favouriUMm, 
Wo to the child who is detached from thc'rest of 
bis family by tiie distinguishing affection of his 
parents ! It requires more distinterestedness and 
Belf-eommand than falls to the lot of human na- . 
ture in general, and of youth in particular, to sus- 
tain a rectitude and amiableness of character un- 
der circumstances so trying to both. Ill judging 
parents, while thus distinguishing the oligects of 
meir supreme affection, are» pro(»£ly, in the saiM 

H 2 



m rAHTiALirr. 

-portioii^ accumQlating for them more disappoi] 
meats and sorrows^ than might otherwise fall 
their share; the consequences of excess of ind 
gence, and of that idea of self-importance whi 
the favourite naturally conceives. The woj 
into which thej are preparing to entfer will not 
partial : thej will be no favonrites there beyc 
their just deserts. Society is now waiting, w 
all its various instruments of discipline, to eff 
that which ought to have been accomplished i 
der the paternal roof: well will it be for the pu 
if this discipline at last prove salatary* 

It is acknowledged that families oft^i manif 
a great inequality in the nataral amiaMeness 
their tempers, and the pleasingness of their mt 
ners. But although the character of some cl 
dren cannot be contemplated with the same i 
light as that of others, their persons should 
regarded with equal affection; the lore of bem 
olence may be powerful, where the love of co 
placency is but faint ; when this is the case, 1 
extra discipline required will be carefully a 
judiciously administered ; the result, not of pi 
sion, but of principle. When the chastised p 
ty can discover no iniustice or partiality in wl 
is inflicted, it is much more likely to prove sal 
tary ; an opposite conduct would only a^ravi 
the evil, and render the object of unnecesss 
severity still more untoward^ 

To children who are placed in either of i 
aboye perilous situations, a word of advice m 
not be unseasonable. Let the few who coi 
under the former description continue in patii 
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rell -doing, notwithstanding all discouragements. 
There have been those, who in similar circum- 
rtances, bj persevering assiduities and attentions 
to their parents, have entirely overcome their 
innatural prejudices, and have completely rein- 
stated themseifves in their fond affections. Nor 
let them forget, that no misconduct of their pa- 
rents can absolve them from their own personal 
obligations^ as was before observed, the fifth 
commandment is of universal application— it has 
no exceptions. In their steady obedience they 
have this promise, for their support, that ^ when 
their father and their mother forsake them, then 
the Lord will take them up.'? They have an 
Almighty parent, who is especially the guardian 
and protector of the destitute and oppressed. He 
is no respecter of persons 5 His mercy and His 
justice are equally engaged to plead their cause, 
and to defend their rights. He has all hearts in 
His hands, and is able to turn the affections of 
their parents towards them, or to give them fa- 
tour in the sight of others, who may amply supply 
their place. Common policy, indeed, would sug- 
gest that they should afford no reasonal^e pre- 
tence for disapprobation. 

This,- however, with all its disadvantages, let 
it be repeated, is a situation far less perilous than 
that of one who has the misfortune to be a favour- 
ite. Let those, however, who are thus distin- 
^ished, be especially solicitous to deserve it. 
When, perched on the eminence, where by their 
parents' unjust partiality they are placed, let 
them not treat their brethren beneath with scorn 
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" But happy they, the happiest of their kinij, 
Whom gentler stars unite, and in one fate 
Their hearts, their fortunes, and their beings blend." 

Thomsoi 

Whethbk parents hare themselves been hap 
py in the married state or not, they are equal 1; 
qualified to appreciate the importance of the con 
nexion ; knowing, as they must, upon what it i 
that conjugal felicity depend s, one should no 
expect them to sacrifice the happiness of theii 
children to caprice, to fortttne^ or to ambition 
or^ last of all, to their own interests ; yet that 
this has been done too frequently, must be in thi 
painful recollection of many. Whether one ho 
man being (although a parent) has the future hap 
jnness of another at such absolute disposal, is a 
question which neither reason nor justice would 
find it difficult to decide. Coercive measures, 
however, are more justifiable (especially towards 
a young lady in her teens) in preventing a con 
nexion, than in fonhing one. The former meas 
u re may be only the suspension of happiness, the 
latter may prove its final termination. '^Till 
death do us part," is a sentence which should 
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ke anjust course pursued, may be tiie very means 
»f producing; such contrary effects. The fallible 
ihildren of men are disposed to call good evil, 
lod evil good j they pursue the one and avoid the 
rther, in direct opposition to their own real inter- 
ests. But He ifvhose thoughts are not as our 
Jiougbts, nor His ways as our ways, often sees 
it to frustrate our schemes, and make our own 
perverse passions instrumental to the fulfilment 
)f his purposes. Happy are we, if after all His 
fatherly discipline, we discern His hand ; yea, 
bppy are we, if we wisely observe these things: 
then shall we not fail to see the loving kindness 
of the Ijord, in the midst Of our bitterest disap- 
pointments. 

Sach sentiments (if they needed it,) might find 
imple confirmation in the history of Jacob, who 
tras driven from his paternal home, and became 
&n exile in a distant land, through the partiality 
of hig mother. There he suffered under the ef- 
fects of that deceit which he had himself been 
taught to practise, and which, on his return, en- 
dangered the lives of his family, though perpetra- 
ted years before they were born. But the reward 
of such conduct has been witnessed in many a 
Borrowfttl instance since his day, and will yet be 
witnessed wherever it is adopted. 
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covetousness, which many take greater paii 
conceal until they have secured their ot^ 
For a long time, however, her attachment rem 
ed unshaken, till at length it gave way ui 
repeated provocations : she ceased to love 
whom she could ho longer esteem, and the ui 
was given up by mutual consent. In proces 
time she was again addressed by a gentlen 
apparently more deserving: and the conne: 
promised the happiest results, till their feli 
was ittterrupted by the intemperate conduc 
her former lover, whose attachment was a| 
revived frdm this circumstance, and which m 
Tested itself by threatening destruction to 
rival, to the object of his affections, and to h 
self. As he was connected in busitiess with 
young lady's father, he> could not disengage h 
self without considerable inconvenience to 
family. Under these circumstances, they res 
ed to sacrifice her happiness to their own m 
est ; and while the father imprecated vengea 
on her head, should she persevere in her refu 
the mother, better skilled in the arts of pen 
sion, besought her consent to the union on 
knees! Thus beset on every side, and wi 
heart torn by contending passions,' she relinqu 
ed the object of her sincerest attachment, 
yielded her hand to the man who, but for his < 
misconduct, would never have known a ri 
She had the grief to see her discarded friend 
pire in a few months in a state of mental derai 
ment, the ccmdequenee of his severe disappo 
ment. 
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\ Tk& subsequent conduct of her husband but too 
jWell justified her apprehensions, and put her tru- 
\\y meek and patient temper to the severest trial. / 
I The depressing efiects on her mind were such as 
^Blight have been expected ; although naturally , 
iformed for domestic life, siie never shone either 
M a wife or mother. Her family evidently suf- 
iered no less than lierself from the consequences 
•f this early oppression. 

The deep contrition evinced by her husband in 
,W dying moments, could neither protract her 
existence, nor recal his past misconduct^ — the 
performance of duty to living relatives, is of 
much more value than the most humiliating con- 
cessions to dying ones. 

Whetlier an^ advantages to be derived from a 
forced union can sufficiently compensate for the 
sacrifices it demands, and the evils with which it 
is almost always attended, those who have tried 
the experiment are, perhaps, the most competent 
to determine. 

It is true, thatattliis eventful period a parent's 
task is most difficult and anxious. . The utmost 
wisdom and prudence, united with the sincerest 
affection, sometimes prove of np avail. An ap- 
peal to reason, by a fair and candid representa- 
tion of the probable consequences of a step about 
to be taken, may sometimes have a happy effect, 
especially where the character has been previous- 
ly formed by judicious management. If this had 
not been the case, it is indeed too much to expect 
any great degree of pliability^ or self command^ 
I 
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in ao affair in which the most powerful priscipl 
of our nature are implicated. 

It sometimes happens that, notwithstanding i 
the prudent endeavours of a parent, the decisi 
step is taken, and the fate of the object oi soli( 
tude is unalterably fixed, up to the very confin 
of this mortal life. When this is the case, whs 
ever previous disapprobation it may have excite 
if the happiness of the child (not the authority 
the parent) has been the primary object, it w 
ttill remain so. To abanaon a much -loved beii 
for one false step taken at an inexperienced ag 
and which may prove its own punishment, is t 
tally unlike the conduct of the universal Parei 
who, patient and long suffering, is accumulatii 
benefits on the heads of His children, notwil 
standing all their reiterated offences. 

Especially should parents endeavour, if pasi 
ble, to restrain their resentment against tho 
who have obtruded into their families; for as t 
** twain are now become one flesh," the displei 
ure manifested against one, must Eventually i 
ilict pain upon the other, besides the hazard 
creating discord, and making a breach betwe< 
tlie parties, which it may be impossible aftc 
wants to heal. 

And now we have advanced thus far on t 
subject, let thoss mothers receive a caution w 
have a propensity to pry into, and interfere wi 
the domestic concerns of their married child re 
of their advice and assistance (the result of va 
ture experience) all prudent children will glad 
avail themselves; but they should now be aUow 
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to stand atone, unless, indeed, when thev have 
imprudently entered into the state at a childish 
iige« Let them learn to inanage for themselves, 
nor, by an intolerable ofQciousness, make tliem 
feel tliat their shackles are not yet removed. An 
arduous ^task they have undertaken, like their 
parents before them, (it is well if they are aware of 
it) but let them feel themselves men and women^ 
aad experience will probably do its work, and ac- 
complish more than can ever be eftected by a teas* 
in^ and meddlesome interference. But to return 
from this digression. 

There are other important concerns in life 
besides matrimonial connexions, which occasion 
much anxiety to the heads of families respecting 
the future destination of their children. Consid- 
erate parents will not place them in situations 
unequal to tlieir talents, or repugnant to their 
tastes. Every one should be allowed the privi- 
lege of choosing that business or profession on 
which his future prospects depend ; an opposite 
conduct is equally unfavourable to the character 
and the circumstances. For parents to poiM 
their children to that which is apparently the 
most prudent path, is their bounden duty; to 
force them into it, is both impolitic and cruel. 
It is hard that children should suffer to the very 
close of life (as they sometimes do] from the des- 
potism of parents, who when sleeping in the dust 
cannot witness the sad effects of their own mis- 
conduct, or make reparation for the misery they 
have occasioned. 

It id sometimes the fate of sucli persona to sur» 
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vive the objects of their tjrannjr. This was the 
case with a gentleman who had forced his only 
child into the navy, totally against his inclina- 
tion. Some months after his departure, as the 
father was standing at his window, a woman so- 
licited charity, saying, that her husband was lost 
at sea, by the foundering of such a ship, and that 
she hei-self had narrowly escaped the same fate. 
On inquiring if she knew Mr. — ^— , and what be- 
fbl him, she replied that she saw him perish! 
From that moment to the end of life he was in a 
state bordering on derangement: the whole of his 
time was occupied in travelling from place to 

Elace without an object, yet ever in haste. At 
is death a considerable portion of his property 
was dissipated in expensive litigation, from his 
alleged incompetency to execute a will; that 
property which would have been the undisputed 
inheritance of his only child, but for the criminal 
obstinacy of an unnatural father! 

On the other hand, were young persons suffic- 
iently impressed with the importance to future 
happiness of steps taken early life, they would 
cease to wonder or to be angry at the interfer- 
ence of their parents, who having been taught by 
experience to consider consequences, wish to 
direct those who are too apt to look no further 
than the present moment, and who are so readily 
deceived by specious appearances. It is hard 
when their parents have just finished their anx- 
ious and laborious task, and now look for their 
reward in the completion of their hopes, the final 
"vN^li-betng of their charge, to find them all dash- 



&&TTLiyO IN LIFE* $^ 

fiil in, a moment bj some iiTemedi&ble iioprade&ee. 
It 19 the way to cast a deepcniag gloom over the 
dvening of tlieir lilc, to ** bring their greyv-}iair» 
with sorrow to the grave." When Rebecca said, 
^'^ If Jacob should take a wife of the daughters ol' 
Ihe land^ what good shall my life do me?" she 
spake the language of many an anxious mother ia 
every succeeding age. 

There sometimes happens (for the credit of our 
sex it is of rare occurrence) an instance of female 
degrailatioin, for which it is difiicult to account. 
It is when a young woman of education connects 
herself with a person in low life! If there be 
conduct which could justify inexorable . resent- 
ment in a parent, surely it is this, when, descend- 
ing from tlie sphere in which Providence had pla- 
ced her, .»he voluntarily plunges into vulgarity, 
and in so doing, sinks beneath the level at which 
slie aimed. Where symptoms of such depravity 
appear, the prospect is appalling^ parents may 
succeed in averting immediate danger by bolts 
and bars ; but nothing less than providential in- 
terference can afford a reasonable hope, that ft 
mind so degraded will not eventually contrive 
the ruinous Qatastrophe. 

Such disastrous connexions frequently origi- 
nate in the culpable negligence of parents respect- 
ing their children's society. When this is suffer- 
ed to be beneath their rank in life, uncongenial 
with their habits, or inconsistent witli their priur 
ciples, what but unhappy consequences can be 
expected? The following anecdote is of a kind 
Qot indeed very frequently met with^ but every 
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such occurrence should operate as a warning to. 
parents, carefully to preserve tbeir children t'rom I 
the society of their inferiors. 

A young lady of fifteen, the daughter of a Bar- 
onet, was imprudently suffered by her mother 
(who devoted the chief of her time to the card- 
table) to be on teims of familiarity with one of I 
the upper servants of the family, who happened 
to be a favourite ; and she occasionally accom- 
panied this person in her visits to a relation who 
resided in the neighbourhood, and who was a 
decent tradesman. The conclQS€«o8ion on her 
part, and the homage paid to lier rank on theirs, 
kept the parties in mutual ^ood humour, and oc- 
casioned a frequent repetition of visits : here she 
became acquainted with another relation of the 
same family, who although he was an elderly man, 
by no means personable, and possessed of but 
little property, contrived so by his art and ad- 
dress to ingratiate himself with this thoughtless 
girl, as to prevail upon her to become bis wife. 
At that period a trip to Gretna was not necessa- 
ry, as the Savoy marriages were then valid. Hav- 
ing thus legally 'secured his prize, he by a short 
note communicated the unwelcome intelligence 
to her family : the consternation and distress in- 
to which they were thrown may be easily con- 
ceived. Her brother repaired to the house, and 
in a paroxysm of rage drew his sword, which Ite 
would have plunged in the bosom of his new re- 
lation, but for the interposition of the by -stand - 
ers. This, however, was of no avail ; the deed 
was done, and the inconsolable family were com* 
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pelled to abandon the unfortunate victim to her 
fate. That a total degeneracy of character was 
the consequence of such a step, taken at so early 
an age, is not surprising. She became a widow 
at tM^enty-live? but a taste for low company, and 
an increasing levity of conduct, left no hopes t>f 
her ever returning to that station in society 
which she hail voluntarily abandoned. Who can 
tell into what snares inexperienced youth may 
falU when deserted by their natural protectors, 
and sufiered to associate with their inferiors! 

It is possible, however^ to be unsuitably yoked, 
where iKere is no inequality of rank or ellucatioQ, 
or disparity of age* A variety of other circum- ^ 
stances might be specified, which ought to be 
considered as insurmountable impedimenta, to a 
matrimonial union. Wh«n these are pointed out 
by a judicious parent, a prudent child will suffer 
them to have their due weight, before the afiec- 
tioDS are too warmly engaged: when, however, 
the alliance is fm-med, and the daughter, having 
left her father and her mother, is becT>me one 
with the object .of her choice, let it be remem- 
bered that those endearing ties which connect the 
child and the parent,, cannot be disannulled by a 
subsequent engagement. Altliough she have left 
her parent's dwelling, the interest they manifest 
in the step she has taken, plainly shows that she 
stlU retains her wonted place in their affections $ 
they should not then be expelled frem hers. She 
has now entered on cares and interests lik^ their 
own, and (if ever before) she can no longer plead 
dissimilarity of circumstances as an excuse for 
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uitcongeaial feeltngs. As the head of a family, 
:^ begins to iiave feelings in eomtnon witii theai 
while every day's es(>erieBce will teach her to ac 
codiit for many^tliings which might once be deem 
ed€traiige, or even reprehensible in their con- 
duct. And having given them a new relation^ 
let it especially be her endeavour to promote in 
her partner a filial affection for their persons, 
ami respect for their characters. It is greatly to 
the credit, and much to the comfort, of ail par- 
ties, when a mutual good will exists between pa- 
jrents and their newly acquired sons and daugh- 
ters, i- 

It is but just to observe, that unsui^le match- 
es are not exclusively confined to yotmg people. 
Parents themselves sometimes forget what is due 
to their own characters, to the peace and welfare 
of tl)f ir families, and shall we say to the memory 
of their deceased partners, in the imprudent con- 
nexions they form. For such conduct they have 
obviously less excuse than their inexperienced 
children. In a great majority of instances, it 
may be fairly asserted, that reason and prudence 
would «^fbrbid the banns.'' If there is a family 
on either side, and especially if on both, the 
changes /or an increase of happiness are greatly 
against them ; particularly if the most vigilant 
attention has not been paid to the character of 
the person who is introduced to such an import- 
ant relation. The age should unquestionably be 
such as to pve repectability to the union. To 
require that daughters should yield respectful 
obedience to a mother scarcely older than them* 
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lelves^ 19 expecting too much from human nature.^ 
lAl though no decided criminality can attach to 
such a step, simply considered as giving grown- 
up children a younp step-mother, yet it generally 
creates in by-stanoers a feeling which we should, 
reluctantly indulge towards an esteemed friend: 
conduct. which borders on the ridiculous, is de- 
structive iirst of respect, and then of affection* 
k jouDg lady tlius introduced into a family, com* 
iQunly brings (and perhaps innocently) a thousand 
evils in her train $ nor must her doating and ven- 
erable partner be surprised if his children do not 
^ant her tliat cordial reception, which, as the 
bead of a /amily, he mi^ht deem her entitled to. 

It would be doing violence to the feelings of 
the judicious reader, even to suppose the case of 
I widowed mo//i^r acting such a part! A matron 
miting herself with a tit companion for her sons^, 
is an action by which she forfeits every claim to 
the respect of society. 

It is granted that cases may arise, where it 
shall not only be excusable but right to enter a 
second time into the marriage states and there is 
certainly no direct prohibition, either human or 
divine, to prevent it: yet is thei^e not something 
which involuntarily commands our respect in the 
conduct of those widows, -who are " widows in- 
deed?" Who find in the education pf their chil-' 
dren, or those works and labours of love, to whicK 
their disengaged circumstances particularly invite 
them, a sufficient object and interest for the re- 
maining years of their pilgrimage? But with this 
we have nothing to do, except as connected with 
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the duties of parents and children. Let vridow^ 
and widowers marry again and again, as often ai 
they please, provided they do not involve theii 
children, who have certainly a prior claim o£ 
their affections, in the too often unhappy conse- 
quences of such connexions. Let them, at least, 
before they once more cast the die for their own 
future happiness, take such precautions as shall 
secure their families, if possible, from the tyranny 
and oppression, the avarice and cruelty, to whicli 
seme unfortunate orphans have been exposed by 
second marriages. As a pledge for her future 
Conduct, when a woman assumes such a situa- 
tion, and a grown-up daughter surren(lers to her 
the keys which were once, her m^others, and have 
since been her own, let her so receive them as 
may at once inspire some degree of confidence 
and affection, if she is a woman of principle^ 
she has nothing to do but to imagine herself in 
her daughter's situation for a moment, and her 
duty will appear plain before her. 

But whatever may have been the motives of 
such a person, she has certainly ventured her own 
happiness on a very precarious foundation. She 
has undertaken an unthankful office, and even 
by a conduct the most exemplary, will find it 
difficult to escape the suspicions of a censorious 
world. Remember, then, my young friends, that 
duty to yt)ur surviving parent, demands a quiet 
and becoming acquiescence in the step he has 
taken, even though the person he has chosen may 
not be altogether such a one as you could have 
preferred* Commence the new relationship with 
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I polite and respectful carnage towards her: and 
fcr this purpose, habituate yourselves to contem- 
plate the bnght side of her character (surely there 
vUl be some bright side to the candid eye), and 
fhen by those little assiduities and attentions 
wHich arc ever endearing, aim to excite her com- 
jlacency and engage her esteem. This may ri- 
jen into more tender feelings, and lay the foun- 
ntioii for lasting peace and happiness in t^e 
&mily. Should you, after all, fail in your en^ 
Jeavours, you will have at least the approbation 
«f your own consciences, as well as of Him, who 
vhile *< to the fro ward He will show himself it-o- 
ward,'' *<to the upright will show himself up. 
tight,*' by wisely and kindly superintending all 
their affairs, however gloomy may be their pres- 
ent aspect. 



RlEI,lOION. 

^* For I know him, that he will commaBd his •hili 
and his hoasehold after him, and they shall keep the ^ 
of the Lord." GiNKSit, zviil. 1! 

^ SV.ZK first the kingdom of God and his ri| 
eousness, and all other things shall be ad( 
to you," is both an appropriate admonition, i 
an encouraging promise, which may be v^ell 
plied to parents who are solicitous for the pi 
perity of their children. The only solid foun 
tion on which they can build a reasonable h 
respecting them, is, their being brought up 
•< tne nurture and admonition of the Lord. " ' 
it is to be deeply regretted that there are sc 
Christian parents, who, while they ardently dei 
the salvation of their children, are unsktllec 
the means best calculated to promote it, and 
tlieir injudicious conduct, rather retard than 
eelerate their own pious designs. Parents % 
attempt to tease and goad their children into 
ligion, are not likely to convince them that «< \ 
dom's ways are ways of pleasantness^ and that 
hex paths are peace:" attachment to any prir 
pies, founded on a rational assent* can never 
escited bv coercion. 
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I But the most exemplary conduct, the most ju- 
|iiciou» roaDagementf semetimea prove itieifectuai. 
^Paul may plant, and Apollos may water, but 
pt is Grod alone who can give the increase." 
There are some children of many prayers, who 
Itill continue in the gall of bitterness, and stran- 
gers to the value of their souls ; whose language 
to God is, *« depart from us, we desire not the 
Iknowiedffe of thy ways:" who say of the $aviour, 
«we will not have this man to reign over us." 
When it is even thus, the Christian parent will 
persevere in the use of means, scattering the 
{9od seed at every convenient season, and pa- 
tently waiting to see it spring up. As a parent 
is generally uvoured with many opportunities^ 
and his zeal should not be surpas9,ed by the peo- 
ple of tlie world, who spare no pains to give their 
children temporal advantages, and thereby prove 
that ^ they are sometimes wiser in the means 
they adopt to accomplish their purposes than the 
children of light." 

Let not parents imagine that they are fulfilling 
the whole of their duty, by inculcating tlie bare 
form of religion, while negligent respecting the 
power; by suffering their children to grow up ig- 
norant of the nature or source of that renovating 
change of heart which manifests itself in the life^ 
and which characterises the true Christian. There 
ftre some professing families, who afibrd too much 
reason to fear that they are radically deficient in 
te. If so, notwithstanding all their pains, their 
children are as sheep without a shepherd. 

There are tliose too, who, while tliey profess a 
K 



lot a&Li<3io]k» 

general belief in ChriBtianitj, and affeef fo c 
form their conduct to its precepts, go bejom 
criminal negligence, and do ail in their powei 
imp^e the entrance of genuine religion into 
minda of their children ; incurring the ceDs 
^f our Lord to the enemies of religion in ' 
time, ^ That they would not enter the kingd 
^f Heaven themselves, and those who would ei 
.they hinder. '' They arc angry when they j 
teive a change at which they may have reasoi 
rejoice; but every tree is known by its fruits 
^persons who profess any change in their religi 
views become thenceforward more turbulent, s 
willed, or unkind than formerly, there is rea 
indeed to suspect the genuineness of their i 
pnnciples, whatever they may be; but if the 
verse of this be the case, if on a cool and unf 
udiced survey of their conduct it is evident i 
they are better children, that they are on 
whole improved characters (perfect we cai 
expect them to be), their parents have the gr 
est reason to rejoice at the change, howev< 
may have been effected, and the probabilit 
certainly in favour of the supposition that 1 
have exchanged error for truth; for these are 
fects which the gospel, when rightly undcrstc 
and cordially received, never fails to prodi 
But, parents, beware of mistaking a firm, con 
entious obedience to the commands of God, 
turbnlencc, self-will, or unkindness towards y 
selves. If your children are compelled to ap 
to you as the Apostles did to their ju^ses, 
«ay, *< Whether it be right in the sight of Goc 



earken unto you rather than unto Ood, judgft 
ej" be assured that their resistance to your wul 
1 such cases is justiiied, and that yaw, not they, 
re accountable fop their disobedience. But in 
whatever light you may regard their conduct^ 
now assuredly that persecution ^ill not^ cannot 
ttain your end. Persons can po more be forced 
Ht of true religion, than they can be forced into 
:. And upon the We supposition that the work 
I of God, do but consider with whom you may 
e contending! Is it reasonable or safe to tight 
»aiD8t Him? You may, by bolts and bars, con* 
ae your children from worshipping God in the 
ay they have chosen, as some have done, but 
ou cannot utterly preclude them from it. There 
\ one whose cheering presence is with them to 
ipport and comfort, whoee awful presence is 
nth you, to watch and restrain 5 to limit your 
ower, and say, « Hitherto shalt thou go, and no 
irther." 

Nor will persecution answer any desirable pur*. 
Bse to counteract the mere effects of delusion, 
18 chimeras of a distempered fancy, or as you 
re so ready to conclude, the suggestions of vuU 
ir enthusiasm. It is a means which ever did, 
ad ever will defeat its own purpose: one should 
link tiiat the experience of ages might by this 
me have banished it from human policy. ^Vhat- 
i^er there be without doors, O rear not the »tand- 
d of persecution within 5 it is enough that mVA- 
it there are wars and fightings, but suffer not 
« demon of discord to gain access within ^our 
^a walls. Let your resistance, should it in 
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your conscience appear necessary, be soch as i 
win and allure, for the wrath of man worketh 
the righteousness of God. Deprive not } 
children of their natural birthright, liberty of ( 
science, especially while they yield you all 
obedience in other things, which the honou 
relation in which you stand can claim. The 
ligion which they profess teaches them this, 
further they dare not go. In matters of faitl 
they are sincere, they apjieal to higher author 
Happy is the result (and it is no uncommon ( 
when the mild, consistent, persevering cond 
of pious children in their religious course, 
comes the means of winning opposing parer 
their prejudices gradually subsme, ^< while t 
behold their chaste conversation coupled \ 
fear," till at length their hearts are sottened 
prepared to receive the truth as it is in Jesus. 
And when it has pleased Providence firs 
call the children «<from darkness to light," 
not parents proudly reject their assistance in 
vine things. David says, " I am grown w 
than my teachers;" and it is elsewhere said, i 
<< out of the mouths of babes and sucklings, 
has ordained strength." Those in whom dii 
grace is implanted, of whatever age, become th 
selves as ^ babes desiring the sincere milk of 
word, that they may grow thereby." ♦« In Ch 
Jesus, there is neither male nor female, bond 
free," old or young; but the inquiring mi 
whatever be the external circumstances, i 
♦< ask the way to Zion" of any, whether par 
or child, who hav^ already set their faces thitl 



isrd. H^ppj, thrice b^ppj mW it be -for jonr 
vhole household^ if the time should come, «^ when 
there sliall be no occasion to say, know the Lord; 
iiecaase you all know Himj from the least even 
to the greatest" 

It may bo easily conceived, that to children 
sincerely religious, one of their greatest anxieties 
hust be the perilous situation to which mistaken 
notions on this subject expose their fri^ud$ and 
relations, and that for those especially to whom 
they owe their being, the most affectionate solic- 
itude will be awakened. Their solitary cham- 
bers witness many a fervent petition on their be- 
klf. « Their heart's desire and prayer to God 
for them is, that they may be saved. " For them 
jou may have been laying up an ample portion of 
tliis world's goods — as, in your estimation, the 
best inheritance. For you "they covet the pearl 
of great price, as that which they would purchase 
vidi all their possessions. For the temporal ad- 
vantages with wliich you have endowed them they 
are grateful ; their religion does not teach them 
to undervalue these. Yet they esteem all but 
dross, compared with the happiness of being 
foand in Christ, and through him possessing eter«- 
&al life. May He who governs and controls all 
events according to the counsel of His own will, 
iu due time unite your hearts with theirs to fear 
liis name. 

The case which has been under consideration 
tt not tiovel or rare : persecution for conscience' 
sake, or a house divided against itself pn the score 
of religion^ is no unusual thing. Therefore those 
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young persons who are blest wifh pioas parents, 
such as are endued vith knowledge and judg- 
ment to direct their anxious endeavours, should 
be exceedinglj thankful for the advantages thej 
enjoy, ^and anxious to improve them. Let it 
never be said, my young friends, not only that 
some of those who have been destitute of religious 
advantages have got the start of you, but that 
others who have every obstacle to encounter in 
their religious course, are willing to sacrifice all 
that the world holds dear, to obtain what youj 
deem scarcely worth your pursuit If some of 
your own a^e and circumstances view these sub- 
jects in a light so important, it behoves you, at 
least, to give them a serious consideration: never 
forget, that where much is given, much is requir- 
ed 5 and that it were better for you to have been 
destitute of religious advantag;es, than that you 
should have abused them. This your parents 
know, and all their .endeavours are to prevent 
the sad consequences of your disobedience to the 
calls of the Gospel. They would pluck you, by 
all the means in their power, as brands from the 
burnins, and are doing exactly what you would I 
do by tnem, or by any fellow-creature the mosti 
indifferent, were you to perceive them literallyl 
in such danger. Knawing that they must shortly! 
leave you, and go the way of all the earth, they 
would fain have the parting pangs mitigated by 
the animating prospect of their beloved children 
following them, «< who through faith and patience 
are about to inherit tlie promises.'' ITieyhave 
had their share of earthly sorrows 5 nevertheless 
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tj have fouBd tiiat << wisdom's wajs are ways 
pleasantnegg, and that all her fNiths are peace." 
lese paths thej wish, above all things, to see 
u tread: if you deviate from them, thej know 
it it is at jour peril; that jou are persisting in 
lat will eventaallj prove itself to be an evil 
d a destructive course. Perhaps even the re- 
ctance which you evince to submit to their gov« 
iment, they deplore more on your account than 
their own, as it manifests a spirit of rebellion 
ainst a higher power. David viewed things in* 
ts light, when under a deep sense of his sin to- 
irds a fellow-creature, he exclaimed, «^ Against 
se, thee only have I sinned, and done this evil.'' 
ley cannot bear you to live at enmity with Him^ 
lose wrath is so dreadful ; who to His enemies 
a consuming fire ; to His own people a Fath- 
of mercies, a Grod of consolation. 
If your parents have had a religious education 
smselves, suffer not this circumstance (in itself 
favourable) to prejudice your judgment, nor 
3S attempt to pervert a family-blessins into a 
rse, as though they must necessarily nave ta- 
n up their opinions as a matter of course, be- 
use they were taught them in their childhood* 
ivid says, as a confirmation of hia faith, ^ Our 
hen trusted in thee;" and his religion was cer« 
nly not the effect of habit and prejudice, for 
:e many now a-days, who can also boast of pi- 
8 ancestry, lie had for himself ^ sought out"* 
B ways of God, and he knew by reflection and 
perience that they w^e «<just and true." 
Nor are principles to be li^tly relinquished^ 



because iKote who urge tjietA may not be c 
neoUy skilled ia their defence; tUey ii^j 
weak cbampion$ ii^ combattiog the sophUtr 
infidelity, \vl>o yei; prove that tjiey are sti 
Christians by tl^eir consistent profesaion; like 
who Mtdf ^' I canm>t argue for Christ,, but I 
die fw him*" They may be able to give a ^ 
r-eason of the hope that is in them,^ altlioug 
may not be such a one stg shall satisfy a capt 
doubter. It 19 possible even that their crec 
Qorroct : and one that has been adopted by s 
a host of worthies for so many ages, must no 
hastily or contemptuously discarded. 

The n^entioa of a throne of grace to irrelig 
perscmSf is, if not literally unintelligible, at 1 
adopting a pliraseology at which they scoif : 
tliituer the names of graceless children are 
carried with ^< O that Ishmael might live be 
thee!" And thither too in answer to their pi 
6rs, those very children are ol'ten foiind to re 
and sue in their own persons for the mercy wl 
onoe tliey rejected. " Thy people shall be 
ling in the iJ^^y of thy power." Alay that pr 
tious day be at hand, when those young rea< 
who are yet afar oflf shall be brought ni^i, wb 
er they be among the lukewarm and careless 
rank with the dissipated and profane; or whe 
they class with those who, from a love of diss 
tion and worldly pleasure, endeavour to persii 
themselves that tliey disbelieve Christian] 
this is a common process, for 

«( Ills in the Kfe breed #ron in tk« braifiy 
And these, K(iprQeall)> thoie nfa W 
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But whatever be the kind or degree of their 
Tsion to religion, whenever they shall return 
' seek the God of their fathers, they will find 
compassionate and ftill of mercy. Even 
, while they are afar off, he is ready to meet 
im with a full pardon and a free welcome. 
'Oood and upright is the Lord, therefore will 
't teach sinners in the way. " 
But let us reverse the picture. There are 
>teny who, notwithstanding every obstacle, every 
ihdrance from within and from without, reso- 
iitely maintain their religious course, even while 
he'u* parents remain enemies to God. (They 
mid probably feel Indignant at being so desig- 
sited ; but " he that is not for Him is against' 
lim." The worldly mind is enmity to God, 
whatever specious appearance it may assume.) 
Sut should you, my young friend, be the child of 
iQch parents, suffer not spiritual pride to alloy 
lie purity of that religion which you are solicitous 
10 recommend, the chief character of which is to 
te raeek and lowly : for " who made you to dif- 
fer?" *' or what have you that you have not re- 
leiTed?^* The cause you would support may 
^stain the greatest injury, by your assuming 
iHat superionty over your parents which genuine 
religion vnll not sanction. If you are a real dis- 
ciple of Jesus, you will aim to be like Him $ nor 
n\\ you adopt that carriage towards your fellow- 
matures, much less towards those whom His 
providence has set over you, which he never dis- 
ced even when surrounded by persecutors, and 
^Ithouorh he was Lord of all. 
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You arf , indeed, placed in delieate cirenmstfi 
ces, which require that *^ the wisdom of the se 
pent should be blended with the harmlessness 
the dove;" for if the constancy you evince 
maintaining your liberty of conscience is liat 
to misconstruction, probably much more Vml 
would be any attempts on your part to enlighti 
the minds of your parents: such endeavours shou 
be made with the utmost circumspection, delicac 
and address, and perhaps after all, the most c 
fectual method that can bo adopted in such 
case, is the cultivation of those Christian grac 
which adorn the doctrine you profess: these wi 
more effectually recommend it than all yote ci 
urge in its behalf. Let your religion re^ct soi 
9 radiant lustre all around, that not only yoi 
parents, but all within your sphere, <* may s« 
your good wogks, and so learn to glorify yoi 
rather which is in heaven.'' 



I 

\ 
I OSAPTBR Tt. 



tllE DEATH OF PARENTS. 



; " AtiA Uhbn Jacob had toade an ^nd of cofdniaiidin^ 
Ik sons^ he gathered op bis feet into the bed, and yielded 
^the ghost, and was gathered unto bis people. 
^'-And Joseph fell upon his. Father's face, and wept 
ipon him, and kissed him." GbkesIi. 

\ 

'^ Eveay fresh stage in the life of man is impor- 
httt, especially as he is connected with others bjr 
btural ties ; and with parents, each increases ih 
kierest as their families advance toMrards matu- 
ritj. When they have disposed of them in life, 
irhen they have dandled their children's children 

el their knees, then another interesting event— 
e most interesting of all, awaits them. Having 
iet their house in order^ they must preparie to 
lepart^ and take up their abodfe in tkai houie 
which is appointed for ail livings where, the bu- 
«T scenes of life are over, and where^ whatever 
iiQce employed their moat stTehuous eiertiond ih 
tiiis busy worltl, concerns them tio longer. As 
when we entered it we birou^t nothiiig with us, 
» it is cerain when we quit it Ive can tarry no- 
thing away i and this consideration should faav^ 
fee weight with those who possi^ss property to 
bre behind them, that their sueeessors nuiy mik 
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no just occasion for complaint, nor be involve 
in domestic disputes by an unfair distribution < 
it That the death of parents should be the sii 
nal for bitter animosities and contentions amoo 
surviving children, is truly unnatural and ind^ 
cent. Carry not your resentment, my dear re^ 
der, against any individual of your family to th 
borders of the grave, the confines of an etern^ 
world, forgetting that beyond it is the bar of finj 
equity* This would be to make the last act c 
your life an act of sin, and perhaps to entail mii 
eries on your family, when redressing them wi 
be forever out of your power. Neither by v^rea 
superstition, nor criminal procrastination, su fie 
your property to pass into hands for which yo 
never designed it Set thine house in order-^ 
leave it not in confusion if you would be remein 
bered with respect by your survivors. It is " th 
memory of thejwsf only that is blessed.'' 

To have the loins girded and the lamp burninj 
ready to depart, is the grand aim of every truj 
Christian; — ^happy those, who when their Lor 
cometh He shall find. so prepared. To behold 
venerable saint, who has ^' accomplished as a; 
hireling his day," on the confines of both worlds 
is the most interesting and instructive scene thai 
our eyes can behold. Let imagination portray 
weeping fanuly, surrounding the bed of a depai i 
ing Christian mother s*-^by every tender oftic 
that affection can devise, they endeavour to miti 
gate the pangs Of expiring nature,— she still view 
^ them with ni;iternal feelings, elevated by th 
glowing sentiments of a huppy spirit on the con 
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laes of immortality— she gazes till their still - 
bved forms become indistinct— they recede from 
Itr view — celestial objects steal on her sight- 
be closes her eyes on mortal things— she wings 
ier way to regions unknown, and her weeping 
kmily quit the silent chamber. 
^ Are there any among the mourning group who 
kve never suffered their imaginations to realize 
tech an event? They have been aware, indeed, 
Ihat ♦< it is appointed for all men once to die,'' 
ind have known that their parents, in common 
kith all the human race, must one day take thek 
departure; so that "the place that once knew 
fcem, shall know them no more forever:" but 
kach vague ideas afford no accurate conception of 
fte reality. Now they behold that countenance, 
krhich once exhibited expressions of tender aftec- 
lion, of anxious solicitude, perhaps sometimes of 
disapprobation or of grief, unmeaning and inani- 
mate, whether it be gazed upon by children once 
jHutiful or undutiful — ^by friends or by foes. 

I '* Thh langnishing heud it at rest. 



Its thinking and aching are p*<rf 
This quiet, immoveable breast 

It heaved by affliction no more. 
This heart it no kmger the teat 

Of trDable» and torturing pain; 
It ceatet to flutter and beat ; 

It never tball flutter again." 



A few more gloomy days, and the sad remains 
Till be deposited in their " long home," and the 
sarvivors will be left to their reflections. Manjr 
4ere are who in such circumstances will experi- 
h 
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ence a sweet tniti^tioii of their sorrowgyii 
recollection of their past conduct; and some 
may be, to ^hom the retrospect can aJRford 
satisfaction. Is there a reader who has beei 
miss in attention to a drooping parent, f 
heartless services must have been well ui 
stood, and keenly felt by her who was so 
skilled in the offices of kindness? Every a 
inent of the house, almost every common cir 
stance of the day, may bring to the recolle 
scenes which would gladly be recalled, or fo 
ten. ^ It was in this room,^' may such a 
say, ** that I so grieved her spirit by my pe 
rebellious carriage. In that chair she sat, ^ 
I refused to comply with such her request- 
not now think it was unreasonable. It was t 
that I witnessed her feeble air and languid 1 
when, instead of offering my services, 1 tu 
away in quest of my own pleasures. This, 
this, are tokens of love I received from he 
various occasions. O I shall value them 
than ever now ! It is just so long since she 
plied with my wishes, evidently for peace-i 
This is the room in which she watched ove 
bed during my tedious sickness : methinks 
her anxious looks, her unremitting care, as tb 
she was guarding the choicest treasure. Ui 
pyme! Mygrief admits of no curej I will £ 
my injured mother in sorrow to the grave, 
utay-^I will ^ to my afflicted father, and 
the balm of filial consolation into his ben 
* bosom. Departed saint! if you can look 
on mortals once dear to you, behold your re 
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|pf chUdy rendering that tribute of duty to jour 
^rn and lonely partner whkh wag once your due. 
ifes, if aught in this lower world can assuage his 
feeding wounds and mitigate his wt>es, the task 
pball be mine to administer that consolation.-— 
(Taught can mi^ate or assuage my own, it must 
^ the tender offices of filial love, which I will 
i?er render him till he joins your happy spirit in 
Ike mansions above." 

I We would hope there are few comparatively to 
thorn the former part of this soliloquy would be 
|i all applicable; but there are nbne, having a 
lurviving parent duly sensible of his loss, who 
iuy not adopt the latter. Their utmost assidu- 
Ues, although unable to heal such a wound, may 
|o much towards mitiaating the smart To 
ihom can parents look lor comfort when thus be«> 
leaved, with such reasonable expectation as to 
lleir own ofispriag? On whom have they such 
VDperious claims F If children did but consult 
heir own interests, they would by their attentive 
lid affectionate conduct often prevent the neces* 
ity for second marriages, and parents would not 
k forced to solicit happiness from strainers, be*- 
tause it cannot be found in the bosom of their 
urn faauU«sJ 
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TO CHILDLESS PJBRSOfTS. 



'< What wilt thou give me, seeing I gh childless." 

Genesis, xv. £ 

Although the preceding pages have been ex 
clusively addressed to parents and children^ a fev 
Hvords to those who stand in neither of iho&e re 
latidna^ it is hoped will not be deemed so unpar 
donable a digres^on as to be altogether unac 
ceptable. 

There are those who have had years of marriei 
life embittered, because it has pleased Providenci 
to withhold from them a family, and who, whih 
they hear others complain of tlie various trials U 
which they are thereby exposed, are ready U 
think that such troubles are not to be comparer 
' with their own, "so foolish are we, and ignorant i' 
So apt to forget that *' the heart knoweth its owi 
bitterness." The hackneyed methodsof conso 
lation have probably hitherto been tried in vain . 
in vain they hear, that the ill-inclined and vicious 
the amiable and deserving, severally excite in tht 
bosoms of parrots the deepest sorrow, although ou 
very opposite accounts : the misconduct of the 
former, the misfortunes of the latter, each rend- 
ing their hearts and banishing their repose. The\ 
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jhear, that Ib all their afflictions we are afflicted, 
and that our anxieties multiply with our children. 
Let childless persons who repine at their lot, 
read the heart-rending lamentation of David over 
m rebellious Absalom, or hear him in bitter an- 

Eish supplicating for the life of a dying infant! 
;t them attend to the pathetic story of Rispah, 
the daughter of Aiah, who watched night and 
day the corpses of her slain family, and they wiil 
Ho longer attempt to say, that «< there is no sor- 
row like unto their sorrow^" especiallv if they 
recollect that to these, or woes equally bitter, 
ievery parent is liable. But this is not a view of 
the subject calculated to afford solid consolation: 
that can be derived only from an humble submis- 
son to the all-wise Disposer of events, who both 
nves and withholds, in subservience to the best 
Interests of his people. The time is at hand 
when those who have wives, and husbands, and 
riiildren, shall be as though they bad them not; 
iud then, although you may not literally be enti- 
led to say, ^ here am I, and the children thou 
bst »ven me,"— -you may, nevertheless, bring 
Qp a umg train to join in the triumph of that day, 
imo may own you as their spiritual parents, as 
be, honoured instruments of their new birth unto 
God. In such an animating prospect Paul glo- 
lied, although he had probablv neither sons nor 
iaughters, according to the flesh ; and well he 
bight, and well may every zealiys promoter of 
the gospel of Christ rejcnce, for «< whoevjer con- 
certs a sinner from the eiror of his ways, shall 
ibine as the stars in the firmament forever and 
6Ter.** 

LS 
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Remember then, mj dear reader, that altho 
Providence has withheld from you the pleasi 
and the cares of a family, as a Christian you i 
have other pleasures and should have other ca 
your responsibility, although altered in its c 
acter, is not diminished. Should ton see 
work of the Lord prosper in your hand, ha 
are you. It is evidently His pleasure, that 
talents with which you are intrusted shoul 
directed into a foreign channel. It will be 
if you are enabled to co-operate with his 
designs. *< He will give you a name better 
that of sons and of daughters." 

The same all -wise Disposer has seen fit to «« 
away from others the desire of thpir eyes w; 
stroke:" to level all their pleasing anticipal 
with the dust! ere the tender bud had unfol 
or just as it had begun to disclose its varied t 
or when a full-blown flower, the pride of the 
terre, and distinguished among the neighbou 
plants for fragrance and beauty! To hearts 
lacerated and still bleeding, what healing 
can be applied ? what cordial administered, 
iicient to revive the drooping spirits? W 
suffice to tell the disconsolate mourners (as i 
officioi^sly do) that all their grief is unavai 
as it cannot bring back the object of it.»* 
were to mock their woes, and to affront thei; 
derstandings. Nor is it less vain to form a t 
and chimerical suppositions of 'what calan 
mis^ht have befallen the deceased, had their 
been prolonged, or what unfavourable chara 
they might have proved, since it is clear 
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^ne of these things were ever designed, any 
Bare than that they might have proved com- 
forts to their parents and ornaments to society 5 
suppositions which would be quite as rational, 
and much more charitable. But to those who 
have no better consolation to ofier, it may justly 
i» said, ** miserable comforters are ye all." Such 
intidotes for grief are often tried ^ but never suc- 
ceed. A bleeding heart is not to be so healed; 
ud he who alone can do it effectually, might say 
fe those who attempt it, '« Ye have healed the 
^urt of the daughter of my people slightly. " It 
^ he alone who can administer true consolation to 
toie afflicted, whether he denies children, or takes 
ithem away, or chastises us in or through them, 
ffis divine supports under painful dispensations 
>icalm the surges of the mind," and afford conso- 
ciation of the most effectual kind. The assurance 
«that all things shall work together for good," 
^nd that ^Hhese light afflictions, which are but 
ifor a moment, work out a far more exceeding and 
^eternal weight of glory," ever retain their value, 
however common and familiar they may be to the 
ear. They are calculated to produce a cheerful 
^acquiescence in the divine will $ not, indeed, if 
isuch passages are read carelessly and without re- 
flection : it is only when we pause, and endeav- 
ifour to receive their full meaning, that their effi- 
cacy is felt 

I But although with what children might have 
ibeen, a bereaved parent has nothing to do, yet 
[abundant consolation may be derived in many 
[cases from the contemplation of what they now 
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are, Happj spirits ! removed from the par 
embrace to repose on the bosom of Jesus, « 
the J can never be assailed by sickness or soi 
tod where they cannot die any more. 

The writer will here take me liberty to re 
mend a little volume^ entitled, «< The Mcmri 
by Dr. Grosvenor, admirablv adapted to sue! 
casions. May the bereaved and brdLen-hea 
and disappointed^ experience the truth of 
promise which says, «< Though He hath torn 
wi^l also heal!" 



THE ORPHAN. 



Vben my father and juy mother forsake mO)- then tii.« 
will take me up." ' Psalm, xxvii. 10, 

ouNG persons, living in ease and affluence in 
- father's htHise, do not always calculate for 
Future; but are disposed to think that "to- 
row shall be as this day, and much more 
idant." It has, perhaps, never occurred to 
3, by what a precarious tenure they hold their 
ent enjoyment;, that they may be.essentiallv 
Eiiled, if not totally annihilated by the death 
leir parents ; that on the fleeting breath in 
' nostrils, depends those appearances on which 
so greatly value themselves ; that by this 
e their gay families may be preserved from a 
i of poverty or dependence. But even where 
is not the case, such a mournful event gene- 
r throws the younger branches of a family in 
eater or a less degree on the care and benev*- 
ce of others. A more habitual sense of our 
arious enjoyment of earthly friends would 
iuce very salutary efiects on the conduct and 
acter of young persons, who, satisfied witli 
ent competence and security, have not leani- 
o calculate on a sudden Reverse of circum- 
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stances, when they may be obliged for advici 
and protection 9 perhaps even support, to tho& 
whom they now view with indifterence, if no 
disdain; or when they may meet with disinterest 
ed and needful friendship, from quarters wher 
their present conduct cannot entitle them to ex 
pect it. Common policy (not to mention highc 
principles) would suggest these sentiments, as w 
cannot tell whose services we may need. It i 
" the prudent who foresee the evil/while the sin 
pie pass on and are punished." 

The vicissitudes of human life are such, that i 
IB wise to be prepared for a11 changes ; and th 
young, while secure and happy beneath the pa 
rental roof, should be careful by an amiable an 
conciliating conduct to engage the good will an 
esteem of dl around: that is a prudent resolutiui 
which the young reader has perhaps been tau^ 
to adopts 

** TlMMlgli rm now io yoanger days* 
Nor can teU wbftt thall befttll me, 
111 prtpara for «inery piMo 
WImi« my fiowiiiff Rgc tbtU eaU me^** 

The death of parents is certainly the aeverei 
calamity with which either infancy, or ^ildhoo( 
ar yeutn, can be visited: having no claim on ne 
guardians or protectors equal to that of natur 
affection, the orphan who nas found such prote< 
tors should not be wanting in a gratem sen 
and expression of the obligation; especially shoul 
a sentiment of fervent gratitude be kindled t 
wards that Being, who» halving tiie hearts id all 
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disposal, raises up friends for the destitute, 

id ^^setteth the soiitarj in families." But 

>uld He in his wisdom have seen fit to with- 

Id for the present all human aid, and seemed 

|b have cast them on the mercy of a cold world, 

it His tender mercies are over atf his works, ** 

bd the orphan is the object of his peculiar regard, 

|e is so eminently the father of the fatheness^ 

lat there have been none, however circumstan* 

led, who might not eventually have reared their 

r;nei&er, saying, ^ Hitherto the Lord hath help- 
me." Should you, at present, appear to b^ 
bt on the wide world with none but God fot* 
jlwr friend, what need you more ? It was not a 
Rstitute orphan, but the king of Israel, who ex- 
ttimed, "Whom have I in heaven but thee? and 
lere is none on earth that I desive beside thee. *• 
jb knew he depended upon God as much for pro* 
lection and support as one of the meanest of his 
iibje^ts. And you, with equal confidence, niay 
ij claim to the same fatherly care. 
But whatever be our situation, however great 
«r faith, and sincere our dependence, we must 
Hill expect oar share of earthly sorrows 5 they 
Mi assuredly assail us, however we may be sup- 
brtcd under them, or eventually delivered from 
kem: especially the true Christian must expect 
kem, for whom the Lord loveth, be chasteneth. 
the orphan has peculiar promises, but they are 
Iftt such as can assure him of health, or riches, 
\ favour with the world. But while he humbly 
kpends upon the assurance, his bread will be 
JK^en, and his water wiU be sure* ^ I have not 
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seen the righteous forsaken." "Seek not" lli 
ray young friend, *« great things for yourself 
this world, but set your affections on higher 
jects— on tilings above 5 and then you will ki 
both how to want and how to abound, and • 
whatever state you are, therewith to be contp* 
If there is reason to hope that your depar 
parents had thus been " made wise to salve 
let it quicken you to <« be followers of them, 1 
through faith and patience inherit the prom^ 
A few more revolving seasons, and you also 
quit this busy scene, with all its anxieties 
sorrows. Your bones may be deposited bei 
them, but they will there bid you no welct 
the knees on which you were once dandled, 
arms which once encircled you, are motion les 
death; the eyes which gazed on you with deli 
are forever closed; the hand which administ* 
to your wants, has " forgot its cunning. " 1 
in the mansions above that you will unite ag; 
with all your powers and faculties infinitely 
proved ; your painful wanderings through 
troublesome world will then be foi^tten, or n 
' remembered with gratitude to y^our great De 
«rer. There will be no more trying vicissitu 
or painful separations, but faithful parents 1 
dutiful children will unite in ceaseless praise] 
the universal Parent Let the afflicted in 
circumstances " comfort one another with il 
words." 
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" Our babes shall richest comforts bring ; 
If tutor'd right, they'll prove a spring 

Whence pleasures ever rise : 
We'll form their minds with studious car^ 
To all that's manly, good, and fair, 

And train them for the skies. 
Wl^le they our wisest hours engage, 
they'll joy our youth, support our age, 

And crown our hoary hairs : 
They'll grow in virtue every day, 
And thus our fondest loves repay, 

And recompense our cares." Cotton. 

It has been attempted in the preceding ps^s 
suggest some hints for the promotion of domes- 
happiness;^ those which remain shall be occu- 
5d in pointing out that upon which alone any 
isonable hope of success can be founded — 
mely, early discipline. 

Parents and children naturally expect to de- 
re mutual comfort from those intimate relations; 
t wishes and expectations are fruitless without 
rresponding exertions, and even exertions may 
ove ineffectual if delayed beyond their proper 
ison. Were parents sujQSciently convinced of 
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this, what happy effects would result to soeietf 
ia general 9 as well as to their own immediate 
circle! Jt is in the nursery that their operations 
must first commence, if thej would look forward 
to distant years, with any reasonable hope of de- 
riving comfort from the society of their grown*up 
children. 

It may be objected that many bright examples 
might be produced, to prove that excellence of 
character does not always depend on early edu- 
cation; and on the contrary, that some undutiiiil, 
and even profligate children have been in these 
respects highly favoured: but such instances are 
only exceptions ; without which there is no gen- 
eral rule ; and such exceptions (those e^cially 
of the latter class) are very rare. Let the asser- 
tion then sink deep in the heart of every parent, I 
The foundation atone of public and private f did- 
ty should be laid in the nursery^ not by the mer- 
cenary services of ignorant domestics, but by the I 
fikilful hand of the intelligent Christian mother. 
In that insignificant chamber, bestrewed with 
fragments of toys and glittering baubles, the scene | 
of frolic and gambol, resounding with the tones 
of infantile mirth and wo,— -the future happiness i 
or misery of the fire side below is (if we may be | 
allowed the expression) manufactured, wnich 
may spread from thence far and wide. It is here 
that filial respect, filial affection, with all their I 
accompanying virtues, although small at first as 
a ^ain of mustard seed, begin to spring : the 
twigs shoot forth, the blossoms appear, delicious 
fruits ripen on the boughs, and, harbouring CTerv 
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tanefiil songster, from thence shall issue many a 
vielodious strain. It is here that humility and 
lelf-denial first break the stubborn soil, and ex* 
pand their tender foliage like the snow-drop and 
fiolet, tjiose welcome flowers of sprint. Here^ 
with needful culture, prudence, and discretion^ 
and benevolence display the promising bud, while 
the assiduous and skilful hand will clear from the 
ground every noxious weed which would retard 
or destroy their growth. And here especially^ 
as the grand source of all, should be first sown 
the good seed of the word, which if dressed and 
v^tered by the prayers and tears of a pious pa* 
rent, may even here spring up and bear its early 
fruit On this interesting spot are often plantea 
the thorns which protrude from a parent's dying 
pillow, or the sweet flowerets which bestrew it* 

What a comprehensive term is domestic happt- 
^ness! It includes the important present $ it in- 
volves the future to an indefinite extent: to gen^ 
erations yet unborn its benign influence extends^ 
beyond the reach of calculation. 

*< If loliil happiaeit we pri^ 
Wi&in our breast thit Jewel liei; 

And they are fools who roam : 
The world haa nothing to bestow; 
7roai our own telTei our joys must flow» 

And that dear hut oor A«me.*' 

If it would not warrant the philanthropist to de- 
vote the best of his time, hU talents, his exer- 
tions to the grand object within the limits of his 
own walls, it Hiight justify her in so doing whose 
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peculiar province it is. While, other thin^ arc 
\ not neglected, let home duties be the primary 
/ concern with her. Could the writer of these 
fumble pages have as many years added to her 
life as she has. already counted, this important 
subject, whenever she ventured to address her 
cex, would still constitute the essence of her 
counsel. 

Let not the above sentiments, however, be sup- 
posed to intimate that tlie prior duties of the ^dfe 
and mother are to seclude her entirely from all 
intercourse with the world, or exclude those of 
a tnore diifusive benevolence. On the latter sub- 
ject there are two opposite errors, against livhich 
the mistresses of families should carefully guard. 
While some, from a love of going ajtiroad, of public 
assemblies, of bustle, of any thing but staying at 
home (and it is hoped from some mixture of bet- 
ter motives), are ever to be seen on all those oc- 
casions, which the present state of the religious 
world renders so frequent; others, from tlie pres- 
sure of private cares and lamily duties, would 
excuse themselves not only from personal activi- 
ty, but from taking any interest in the good works 
that are going on around them. But let such re- 
member, that he who said to David, concerning 
his zeal for the Lord's house, " Thou didst well 
in that it was in thine heart," can, and does dis- 
tinguish between indifference to His service, and 
inability to engage in it. In the primitive times 
of Christianity, those women only were account- 
ed worthy of regard, who, besides ^< guiding the 
house and bringing up children," had also «^ fodg- 
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ed fltruigers and washed tiie saints' feet," and 
who *<were well reported of for good works." 
There are, perhaps, some good housewives now- 
a-days, who would have been inclined to take 
Martha's piirt, and to condemn Marj f9r her ne- 
glect of household affairs; but Martha was not re- 
proved for providing a hospitable meal for her 
Lord, but for being engrossed about the non-es- 
sentials of it And it is only those, who like her, 
are cumbered with their private concerns,— or, 
in other words, cumbered with worldliness of 
mind, who cannot find time even to wish and 
pray for the success of the benevolent exertions 
of others. 

An instance just now^ occurs to our recollec- 
tion (doubtless by no means a singular one) of a 
pious woman, who besides the charge of a large 
young family, was an active assistant to her hus- 
band in a flourishing trade. If any circumstan- 
ces could warrant inattention to out-door duties, 
they are such as these; but she did not avail her- 
self of these excuses. While she was an affec- 
tionate mother, and governed her children and 
her servants with discretion $ while she was dili- 
gent in business, and attentive to her customers, 
she always manifested a lively interest in the'la- 
bours of love that were earned on in the Chris- 
tian society to which she belonged. She could 
not herself do much, but what she eould^ she did. 
She encouraged others who were more at leisure 
than herself She was willing to contribute of 
her substance to the good cause. She found time 

M S 
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occasionally to visit her poor and sick neighbours^ 
proving the truth of the vulgar adage, that *< where 
there is'a will there is a way.'* Nor will this be 
thought wonderful when it is added, that the time 
which many persons in her condition spend in 
frivolous pursuits, was saved by her for better pur- 
poses. She dressed herself and her children in 
a manner becoihing her station, and therefore she 
had both the time and the money, which others 
so vainly squander, t6 spare for the^ cause of God 
atld her neighbour. The reader will excuse this 
digression. 

To return to the subject:— Whether we take a 
general view of human nature as it appears abroad 
in the world, or a mor(i intimate survey of it from 
the knowledge of ourselves, and of those immedi- 
ately within our sphere, it might be expected to 
operate as a forcible lesson on all to whom Provi- 
dence has intrusted the culture of the rising gen- 
eration. Can parents look around them, and 
take no alarm at the follies and vices which they 
behold on every side? Do they imagine the moral 
habits in which their children are nurtured, must i 
of course secure them from the contagion ? Can 
they be supine and indifferent amid the evils diey 
are every hour compelled to witness^ and by | 
which their own happiness is so frequently dis- 
turbed? Whence onginally proceed those cross- 
es and vexations, those goads in our sides which | 
occasion such frequent complaints of this trouble- 
some world? Not from the immediate hand of 
Providence, which does not shower down even i 
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upon guilty creatures ao uninterrupted storm; 
but ivould permit them to enjoy many a serene, 
if not a cloudless day. No, they are woes which 
we inflict upon each other. It is true, we are 
thus made instruments in His hand, by which He 
frequently chastises us ; yet He authorises, nay. 
He commands us to use all our endeavours by 
education, to convert these swords into plough- 
shares, these spears into pruning-hooks; to ren- 
der what is hostile and dangerous, useful and 
beneficial; and this will assuredly be required at 
our hands. 

It were vain to attempt to enforce such senti- 
ments on self-approving Pharisees, by the con- 
templation of their own depraved propensities: 
their ostentatious boasts, that '< they are not as 
other men," drive us to make our appeal to 
the experienced Christian. Those who reel and 
bewail the disorder within their own bosoms, 
can make a salutary aj^plication of the principle 
in the case of their offspring. They see their 
work before them at greater certainty, and they 
apply themselves to it with unremitting energy 
and zeal. They apply themselves to it, so far §8 
their talents and opportunities permit them : the 
want of these, in many instances, demands a sub- 
stitute for parental exertions. Yet surely the 
Christian mother will be solicitous, at least, ip 
superintend tlie moral culture of her charge dur- 
ing the first years of life. The genenal admoni- 
tion, << to look well to our flocks and our herds, '^ 
she applies to the care of those tender lambs 
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which are exposed daring infancy to innumerable 
perils, from which few hands but those of a mo- 
ther can defend them. She is solicitous, at least, 
to lay the foundation of a structure which shall 
be proof against the boisterous winds, the beating 
rain, and the swelling flood : having so done, there 
is less danger in committing the external decora- 
tions of the building to other hands. But those 
who neglect to do this, or attempt it too late, or 
perform it unskilfully, or trust too implicitly to 
the serrices of others, must not complain of their 
hard lot, as though some strange thing had befal- 
len them, when they reap the inevitable conse- 
quences. It would be much more strange were 
not their natural effects to follow such causes. 

At the conduct of the world in these respects 
we cannot wonder; but what shall we say to 
those who, makine higher pretensions than a com- 
mon profession ot Christianity ; those who afford 
us some reason to hope that they have indeed em- 
braced the gospel of Christ, and know something 
of its power, as well as of its doctrines ; yet so 
grievou$ly fall short of the spirit of it in the man- 
agement of their offspring? The head of a family 
assembles his household together for worship, he 
opens the sacred volume, and reads the history 
of Eli, and Eli's family: he closes the book, and 
like a man beholding his natural face in a glass, 
and afterwards fs^getting what manner of person 
lie is, ^es kis way without making any salutary 
application of it : although, alas! it is more than 
w united efforts of the mother and the servants 
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bve been able to effect, to restrain his boisterous 
children, or to maintain a decent silence during 
the short interval of religious worship! 

Be it the ambition then of every true Christian 
to make his house, a seminary, in which citizens 
are educated for the present world 5 a temple, in 
Tvhich they are early dedicated to, and {nrepared 
for, the world to come. 
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ON THE 

•BAVB OF mnr tatwesl, 

^T Mrs. Taylor. 

" My Father, thou art the guide of my youth.** 

So I said, (or to this effect) from an elTusion 
of filial affection, when, a little girl of six years 
old, I was walking with my dear father one sum-' 
mer'g evenins. To him I looked, on him I de- 

rmded for all present happiness. Of the future 
thought not ; and I imagined him capable of 
defending me from every evil ; of procurin^r for 
ine every good. But I was leaning on the staff 
of a broken reedj for, in a very few weeks after- 
wards, this beloved father was numbered viih 
the dead, and left me an orphan, with a heart 
capable of receiving the deepest wound from his 
loss, but, for a long season incapable of healing ; 
for thou^ fifty years have since revolved, my 
bosom still bleeds on the anniversary of that mem- 
orable day, which deprived me of him forever. 
Bat let mo mo longer indulge unavailing grief : 
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Qitber would I endeavour to extract good out of 
«vil, for the benefit of my dear child, that what - 
I once aowed in tears, she may reap in joj. 

Ah, my dear friend, you are yet a stranger to 
(he pangs of a child, watching over the bed of & 
^ying parent : so long as this especial mercy is 
tnntinued to you; while you hold them as t})0u^ 
you held them not, yet know your privilege; and 
t greater privilege a child cannot enjoy, than t© 
have both parents spared, during the helplessness 
of infancy, and the inexperience of youth. You. 
jkave not only your temporal wants supplied, with- 
mt any care or concern of yours, but you have 
jthe means of such instruction from them, as feW 
Ibut parents are inclined to bestow. To live un- 
4er a father^ 8 roof, to be the object of a motfier^a 
daily care, are blessings which, perhaps, only an 
orphan can duly appreciate. My dear father 
leemed to be aware of this, when, in his dying 
igoiiies, his anxious eye pursued. me to every 
corner of the room, and when he expressed sucn 
larnest solicitude concerning ray future guardians 
md instructers. Departed saint ! I shall ever 
feel grateful for this last instance of thy love. 
During the mournful scene, grief for his loss was 
the only sensation of which I was capable : 1 
iras too young to understand his anxieties and 
ipprehcnsions ; they were to be explained by 
Sme, and time has done its office. 

Before 1 quit the bed of my dying parent, let 
k&e take occasion to make some remarks on the 
liiferemt sensations of children^ during saeh 
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mournful seasons. By some, the return that was 
due to affectionate parents for their incessant 
care, has never been made till the moment of sep- 
aration ; and then, many an arrow which thev 
had shot, perhaps thoughtlessly, at a parent's 
heart, rebounds again, and pierces their own with 
a yet deeper wound. As for me, grief, deep, 
genuine grief, the result of the sincerest affection, 
was the only sensation that ever annoyed me a: 
the dying Bed of either parent^ nor could mema- 
ry inflict one pang, when the daughter, of forty 
two years old, closed the eyes of her dying mo 
ther. This is a consolation which many would 
give all their treasures to purchase. 

What do I not owe to Him, who has so faith 
fully fulfilled his promise, that " When thy fathj 
er and thy mother forsake thee, then the Lor( 
shall take thee up. " He has made goodness an( 
mercy to follow me all my days, and supplied ih 
place of one dear relative by the gift of himsei 
as another. I may still exclaim, " My Fathei 
thou hast been the guide of my youth," the suj 
ply of my maturer age, and the support of my (1< 
clming years. And when I tell you, my dc. 
child, that I can trace back, from event to even 
like the links in a chain, some of the choice blc 
sin^ I now enioy, to the death of this dear p; 
rent, you will learn to trust in that Providenc 
who can bring good out of evil ; though yea 
may elapse before the joyful issue shall appeai. 

Let us, then, turn from the Creature, the frn 
creature, whom if the wind passeth over it, it 
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|ODe ; and contemplate the God of providence, 

ind the 'God of grace. Let me lead you, my 

child, from the sepnlchre of your mortal ancestor, 

to that of your dear Redeemer: « Come, see the 

flace where your Lord lay.'' He entered that 

gloomy abode for such as you and I; and thereby 

iaffbrded a proof of stronger affection than ever 

bxisted in the hearts of your parents, or of mine; 

Lwhile for our sakes they desire to live, He, for 

ttur salvation, was willing to die. Lo ! he is not 

pere; he is risen, and now superintends all events^ 

md make3 each individual of his people his pecu- 

par care. Fear not, then, my child ; for though 

father and mother should forsake you, your Re- 

jieemer liveth. Four Redeemer! May 1 say lit 

jWhat! are you really a subject of his grace ? or 

ire you only a partaker of the common bounties 

*'' his providence ? This is an important ques- 

n^ examine yourself, therefore, and see wheth- 

Christ be truly formed in you or not. If he 

you n^ay go in peace, for no real evil shall 

fall you : though he may, perhaps, deal with 

ou as my father did by me 5 he may visit your 

iquities with the rod, and your transgressions 

ith stripes; nevertheless his loving kindness he 

^ill not remove, nor suffer his faithfulness to 

il. Yes, my father was a strict disciplinarian; 

somuch that his zeal for my welfare, sometimes, 

believe, exceeded his prudence. Not so our 

eavcnly Father : he knoweth that we are but 

ust; he corrects in measure, and always remem- 

rs mercy in the midst of judgment To hiq^ 

N 
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yoa can lopk at all times, aftd aay with onbouiit- 
^ confidsnee, ^My FatW, thou art the guide 
of my jrouth.^' 

I was once sumnioiied home bj my father from 
the house of a near relative, where I had for « 
long time been too much indulged. This was a 
painful stroke, and almost broke my hearts but 
he thereby only imitated the conduct of our heav- 
only Parent, who sbmetimes^ when nothing else 
will do it, separates us from the world, by some 
afflictive dispensation, and brings us out from 
the midst of it, diat we may be hia. scma and 
daughters; thereby giving us occasion still to sij, 
«^ Hy Father, thou art the guide of my youth; 
thou art the guide of my maturer years. ^' 

Again, my father once destroyed a favourite 
toy, about which he thought I w;is too much oc^ 
cupied. O the pangs I felt when this gay bauble 
was consuming in the flames i The time mai 
come, my child, when your heavenly Father mat 
seize some bauble of yours, the idol of your heart 
dear as the apple of your eye: but as he does n« 
willingly afflict the children of his people, do no| 
oblige him to it by an inordinate attachment ti 
worldly objects. If such, however, should b 
your case, do not harbour rebellious thought^ 
as I did, but pray that you may quietly sutoii^ 
and £ay, <' The Lord gave, and the Lord hat) 
taken away, and blessed be the name of tkj 
Lord.*' To the justness of his discipline I cd 
bear testimony ; He has deprived me of mai^ 
things which I have thought good, and given n 
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; aany more tiiat I have thought evil: but by tuch 
I painful dispensationsv he has proved, as much by 
! his daily and unmerited mercies, that he has been 
\.t^ my Father, and the guide of my youth/' 
^ Finally, by the premature death of mj parent^ 
^ I was deprived of an earthly portion: but should 
[l^ witii^an holy confidence, be enabled to say, 
i *« Thott art my portion," the heavenly Canaan 
kwill be my inheritance. What cause have I then 
|»for regret? Nay, can I do better, my dear child, 
bthan commend you to Him, whose mercy (Sontin- 
[iiieth from generation to generation, and his faidi* 
.fulness to ikildrefi'd children? Prlose ye 4fb 
^liOrd. 



Braro AJDVXOB TO TBOB YOVNO. 



Miss Ja5B Taylor, who is well known as the anther 
of many beautiful moral essays and poetical compositions, 
which have^een widely circulated on both sides of the 
Atlantic, died at her father's house in Ongar, on the 13th 
of April, 1834. During the last twelve months of her 
life, her declining health rendered it necessary that she 
should abstain from mental exertion ; and her pen was 
employed only in corresponding with her most intimate 
acquaintances. The following b an extract from a \etXet 
written a short time before her death, to tome young 
friends fi>r whose welfare she felt deeply concened. It I 
will be gratifying to learn, that in the very last m<Mnent»| 
of her life. Miss Taylor manifested her nnwavering faithi 
in those great truths which she laboond so fiatfafyiy to| 
impress upon others. 

As my time is limited, I cannot devote much of 
it to subjects of inferior moment, but must ad-l 
dress myself at once to that which is all impor-l 
tant, and in which all other advices are includedJ 
But now I know not where to begin, nor how to\ 
find language to reach the heights and depths of 
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his boundless subject. No language indeed^ can 
|o this : and therefore, we find in the scriptures 
K) attempt is made beyond the most plain and 
imple statements ; but which are, on that very 
iccpunt, the more striking%. What, for instance, 
lould the utmost powers of language add in force 
that question : " What shall it profit a man if 
ie gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?'* 
tnd, my friends, there is very great danger^ not- 
^thstanding all the warnings and admonitions 
re receive, there is very great danger of losing 
^r souls. It is so easy to pass on from one stage 
If life to another, from youth to ase, with good 
ntentions towards religion, and with a common 
^spectful attention to i^ without once coming to 
he point, without once tasting the happiness of 
r good hope, or enjoying the supreme satisfaction 
tf making a full surrender of our hearts and lives 
l»God. 

h Multitudes of the professors of religion thus 
Ive, and thus die, making their comfort and 
irosperity in this life theirxhief object of pursuit, 
pnd paying only so much attention to religion as 
|hey deem absolutely necessary to escape eternal 
iestruction. But this is not Christianity as the 
Icriptures describe it : and it is surprising that, 
^th the Bible in their hapds, any person can 
aake so great a mistake about it If God has 
lot our l^arts, we are not his ; he will accept 
lothins less. If our a&ctions are not in heaven. 
Ire shall never reach it I remember liiat, during 
%y youth, I was for many years greatly disoour* 
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ngedy and almost in despair at last^ on thit i 
count — feeling the impossibility of bringing I 
eartlily minci to prrfer spiritual thinss, to 1| 
God better than the world. At lengSi, in a 
ter from a pious friend, I was reminded that 1 

freat work^ though impossible to Bke, was eas) 
Lim, and that he had promised to do it fun 
who aslL. From timt time my difiieultiea be 
to yield* I saw how absurd it was to doubt 
promise of God ^ and that it was io respec 
these very digiculties that he sayst ^ Seek an| 
riiall find. " So that I began to see with anspi 
able joy^ that the hardness^ reluctance, and ed 
liness of my heart, were no re^al obstacles, proi 
ded that I did but apply to him for a cure. Y^ 
to cast ourselves entirely on God» to do all i 
ns, in the diligent use ofnUam^ is the «ure, tl 
only way, to obtain the benefits But it is sal 
prising what reluctance there is in the mind 
do thisjf and how ready we are to try every oth 
means firsts eq»eeiall^ we are unwilling to con 
by a simple act of fiuth, to the Saviour^ and 
accept Koa Him a remedy for all tke evi 
of our nature, although there is no ^ther wa 
How much laliour is often lost for want of thi 
Come to him, my dear friends^ and «< he will s 
cast you out" He declares he will not; ti 
mnne m you are* It is Satan's constant artifi 
to persuade us that we must wait till we are . 
i/o come ) and) as this faith that << believes ai 
Uves*'' however simple, is the gift of God, pr 
' ineesiftnUy^ impiMrtttnatelyy. till you. feoture it 
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i I am sure jou are all convinced alreadv tiiat 

tiat/, neglect or indifference in religion, is the 

featest folly, the deepest cruelty, we can prac- 

[Be towards ourselves, as it respects our interest 

the future world. And indeed, it is so as to 

is world too. I have seen something more of 

Fe than you; and I have lived long enough to see 

at promise, in numerous instances, nilfilled, 

at mey who « seek ^r«f the kingdom of God,*' 

ive «< other things added to them,*' in a more 

pectal and desirable way, than those who make 

em the primary object I am firmly convinced 

lat, taking the whole of life together, the most 

ous and devoted persons, such as made an early 

;d complete surrender of heart and life to God, 

ve most real prosperity and success in this 

boi-ld, as well as infinitelv more enjoyment of 

prthly good. But really this is a point scarcely 

forth proving, when the interests of a boundless 

kturity are concerned. Yet as it is one of the 

ief illusions of the father of lies, to persuade 

len that in becoming decidedly religious, they 

lUst sacrifice the choicest pleasures of life, and 

at Gtod's ways are not ways of pleasantness ; 

is desirable to expose the falsehood. 

All the real and reasonable enjoyments of life 

e compatible, not only with an ordinary profes- 

on of religion, but with the highest spirituality 

^ mind, and are greatly sweetened by it, if kept 

hi their subordinate place $ and as for the rest, 

Pie gaiety, the vanity, the evil tempers, the rest* 

less desire of a worldly heart; its selfishness, it« 
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frowardness, and all those indulgences which 
forbidden to us, they are as certainly destructivi 
of our true interests and happiness here, as 
our eternal happiness. Of this truth, experieiK 
too late convinces the most successful votaries 
this world. But let us rise above these lowej 
considerations : the question is. Art we deain 
to secure the salvation of our souls? And it 
impossible to fix a steady thought on Etemiix 
without being so. Then let us take the Bible fc 
our rule, and never rest till we have a scriptni 
foundation for our hope ; nor till our life as wel 
as our creeds is conformed to its precepts 
samples. 
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